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“ConsoLipATION.” . Navigation and commerce— 
roads, bridges and canals, steam boats and stages, 
{and steam stages and wagons, after a while), are 
bringing about a complete consolidation of the inter- 
ests and the feelings of the people of the United States 
—a consolidation which most timid politicians have 
no cause to fear. A person now may breakfast with 
his family in Baltimore, or Philadelphia, and take 
tea with his neighbor in Philadelphia or New York, 
respectively; or, in like manner, if at N. York, make 
such a call upon a friend in Albany, only 160 miles off. 
Like friendly visits may be extended to Boston; and 
Detroit, which was as it were on capt. Symmes’ verge 
of the world ‘duripg the late war, will soon be as a 
stopping rm for dinner, in excursions through the 
regions of the west. Our country is, indeed, quietly 
proceeding in improvement, and unless the present 
policy of the general government and that of mast of 
the states, shall be abandoned or preverted for some 
mean party, of petty, of local purposes, even the Al- 
leganies will sink before our eyes, and the interests 
of a part become those of the whole people of the U. 
States. The Baltimorean will be as at home in N. 
Orleans, and a borderer on the Rocky Mountains 
take a trip to Washington, with less preparation than, 
40 years ago, the people used to make before they start- 
ed for the “back woods” of Pennsylvania, about two- 
thirds of the way to Pittsburg! 

A late New York paper says—The intercourse 
between this city and the surrounding country and 
states, has never been carried on upon such an ex- 
tensive scale, as at the presenttime. There are four 
distinct lines of steam boats between New York and 
Philadelphia. There are at least 14 steamboats em- 
ployed upon the North river. There is one to Fiush- 
ing, one to the Sawpits, one to Bridgeport, two to 
New Haven, two to Hartford and a third nearly 
ready; one to Norwich, one to New London and two 
to Providence—making no less than twenty-nine, in 
the whole, that arrive and depart steadily from this 
port, and a great portion of them principally for pas- 
sengers. It would be extremely difficult, and per- 
haps impossible, to ascertain the whole number of 
persons that atrive and depart from thiscity in a sin- 
gle week, in these vessels. Itis, however, very great; 
for it would seem that the increase of travelling very 
nearly keeps pace with the multiplication of steam 
boats. The rapidity with which men pass in them 
from place to place is astonishing. It is said that pas- 
sengers, who left Philadelphia at 6 o’clock in the 
morning, have breakfasted the next morning at Al- 
bany—a distance of 250 miles. 

An estimate of the amount and of the increase of 
travel, may be made from a list published in a late 
Geneva Gazette, of four daily lines which pass east 
and west through that village from Albany, one daily 
tine between that place and New York, via Mhaca, 
one daily line between that place and Lyons, one 
three times a week to Bath, and another three times a 
week to Newark, on the canal. The average num- 
ber of passengers, arriving and departing daily, (says 
the Gazette), cannot be short of seventy, amounting in 
a year to the round number of twenty-six thousand per- 
sons that pass through Geneva in stage coaches! 

“A crists”—“'a TERRIBLE crisis.” One of our fly- 
ing schooners left Baltimore a day or two ago, wholly 
taden with domestic cottons, (several hundred bales), for 








Mexico—in which we most sincerely wish her a safe; 
Vor. X¥—— 14, 


and speedy arrival; because that as, on account of the 
‘abominable tariff,” we furnish coarse cotton goods far 
cheaper than the British, ‘John Bull” has exerted 
himself in Mexico, as he did in Buenos Ayres and in 
Peru, to cause the levy of a heavy or prohibitory da- 
ty upon them, that finer goods, and of British manufac- 
ture, may be consumed in that populéus republic. 
It was a “fearful crisis” to see 10 or 15 drays ‘all in 
a row,’ laden with the products of our own looms, 
for the supply of a foreign market! 


5c-p7As my friend of the Richmond “Enquirer,’” 
has not found a “crisis” for the last two months, 
though, before that, he met with half a dozen at every 
corner, he will, no doubt, feel much obliged to me for 
furnishing him with this crisical intelligence. 


-_——_— 


Martitanp Ciaims. General Smith, in a letter 
Gateu wasnupgtuu, Li Way, Sayo—t have she plog— 


sure to inform you that the act “for the payment 
of interest due to the state of Maryland,” has passed, 
both houses of congress. The 3d auditor estimated 
the amount at $114,000. It was simply an act of 
justice, and I have a right to no other credit, and 
I claim no other, than attention to my duty as a sena- 
tor in presenting the claim to the general assem-. 
bly, the fact being first ascertained that the state had 
borrowed money for the service of the United States,’ 
the repayment of the integest followed as of course... 
The principle was fixed, *‘that an individual who had’ 


made purchases and paid interest on money boreow~ 


ed, should have the same returned.” It was allowed, 
to Amasa Stetson by an act of 5th May 1824, and he’ 
had returned him the sum of $6215 for interest paid 
by him. The act in favor of Virginia, passed 3a 
March, 1825. The claim of Baltimore will also be 
allowed if the house can reach the bill. S, Samira. 


MassacntsttrtsCrams. A letter from Washing-' 


ton, published in one of the eastern papers, says—*T_ 


think in some shape and to some extent, the claim, 
will be allowed and paid—but Massachusetts will be 
pretty heavily muicted for her opposition to the ad~ 
ministration.” 

What, and was Massachusetts only “opposed to the 
administration” during the late war? So were seve« 
ral other states, and among them Maryland—but: 
all these states have been paid for militia services ren- 
dered by them, for, though‘‘opposed to the administra- 
tion” they submitted to the laws, and placed their mili- 
tia at the disposal of the general government for the 


common defence and general welfare. But Massa~ - 


chusetts refused—her authorities would have the 
control of their own militia, and it is impoasible that 
the United States can pay for services perform- 
ed over which they had no direction. I am among 


|those who believed, at the time, and I believe so stil] 


that the militia of Massachusetts, in 1814, were held 
in readiness rather to oppose the United States than 
Great Britain. 

“Trisute.” The tonnage duty demanded and paid, 
on boats navigating the New York canals, is thus cal- 
led in the “Buffalo Journal.””. We had thought that 
this taxation had been done away. There is no more 
reason why a canal boat should be taxed than a wagon, 
and surely the law never contemplated any thing of 
the sort. How is it that the New York delegation 
in congress hag been silent op this subject*egethat 
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more substantially, in our opinion, interferes with 
‘state rights,” than nine tenths of the various subjects 
which are so much discussed. But if these boats 
navigate the great lakes, or the Hudson river, we 
suppose they would be subject to the payment of 
tonnage duties, as other bdats and vessels are. 
LirerRat errors. The title of an act which recent- 
ly passed both houses of congress, and has been ap- 
proved by the president, is thus published—*‘An act 
to equalize the dutics on vessels of the republic of Co- 
lumbia, (Colombia), and their cargoes:” and through- 
out, the title of the republic having been written Co- 
lumbia, requires the explanatory word Colombia. It 
is thus that the act has been published ‘‘by authority.” 
Might uot the authority by which the word was in- 
serted in a parenthesis, have corrected the literal er- 
ror? Is it required in laws that every word should 
be rightly spelt—is there no discretion, any where, 
to correct what are manifest errors? Has the word 
in parenthesis the force of law? This is a small mat 
ter, but serious questions may be involved by its prin- 
ciples, and it would be worth the while to provide 
some way by which to-avoid the necessity of such 
interpretations, or explanations of the laws. 


Tae costae orb, WHICH SO long occupied tne 
house of representatives, has been virtually rejected, 
because of-the ‘“‘amendments” of the senate—see 
proceedings. In respect to this great and important 
bill, the Washington papers of Wednesday say— 

The bill for the amendment of the judiciary sys- 
tem has met its anticipated fate, having been indefi- 
nitely postponed, (rejected), yesterday, in the house 
of representatives; and it is said that, had this vote 
not prevailed, the bill would have been lost, by even 
alarger majority, who were prepared to vote for an 
adherence to a disagreement to the senate’s amend- 
ments. It is hardly worth while to inquire very 
nicely how it happened that such should have beeu 
its fate, seeing that a majority of both houses of con- 
gress were doubtless favorable to the principle of the 
bill. It cannot escape observation, however, that 
the vote of the members from Ohio was wnanimous 
against the bill. Their vote decided its fate; and it is, 
therefore, presumable that they considered the inte- 
rest and wishes of that state as having been disre- 
garded in the new arrangement of the circuits pro- 
posed by the bill. Itis to be regretted tha: the bill 
has been lost through a difference of opinion as to its 
details. It is yet to be hoped, that, at the next ses- 
sion, the views of the several western states may so 
harmonize as to concentrate upon a bill acceptable 
to the whole. In that event, the labor upon the de- 
funct bill, which is supposed to have been absolutely 
lost, may yet be turned to profitable account. 

[ Nat. Int. 

We most sincerely regret the final failure of the 
judiciary bill. Although the original bill passed the 
house by a very large vote, it was impossible, it 
seems, to prevail on a majority of that body to agree 
to the senate’s amendment. We learn thatmany mem- 
bers voted against the indefinite postponement who 
yet would not have agreed to the bill in its existing 
shape. If the motion had been taken on agreeing to 
. the proposed amendment, the majority, in the nega 
tive, would doubtiess, have been much larger ‘than 
that by which the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

[ Nat. Journal. 

Cusa. A late letter from Havana says—‘The in- 
vasion of this island is postponed by particular de- 
sire.’”” The documents which accompanied the pre- 
sident’s message will explain the above phrase. 





Mexico. The custom house stores at Vera Cruz, 
were destroyed by fire on the it) ult. The loss is 


— 


variously estimated. 
where about $500,000. 
the accident occurred. ; 

Mr. Randolph’s speech of the Ist of March, is pub- 
lished in the “Alvarado Mercury,” acompanied with 
severe and indignant remarks by the Mexican editor. 
This speech, and extracts from others delivered in 
the senate, will probably pass through every press in 
Mexico and South America. The British and French 
agents will take especial care of that. . 

The Mexican writer says—‘“‘Mr. Randolph wili 
obtain the highest encomiums at Madrid; abusing the 
privilege nobly and wisely granted by free nations to 
their representatives, he insults, quite at his ease, 
and in the most slanderous and malignant manner, 
the new republicsof America, whose sacrifices and 
zeal merit, however, applause andrespect. Let the 
North Americans who reside among us, speak, to the 
confusion of this man, and tell whether we are luna- 
ticgand fools. Fools, and great fools must we be, when 
we shal] appoint a Mr Randolph senator. He plays 
a part in this attack, like that of a bufo in an opera, 
though with little melody.” Nat. Gaz. 

_ §c Mr. Randolph was in the senate on Thurs- 
day, and made many speeches, and on the same evening 
passed through Baltimore on his way — somewhere, as 
the wind blows. Perhaps to ““England”—where it was 


proposed tosend the “prince of Denmark,” and for 
a certain reason. 


It probably amounted to some- 
it was not ascertained how . 


DoMESTIC SLAVE TRADE—PIRACY AND muRDER. The 
following article is extracted from the shjp news re- 
port of the brig Rooke, capt. Atwood, from the Ca- 
nary Islands, arrived ut New York. 

May 5, lat. 30, 30, lon. 654, fell in with schooner 
Decatur, of Boston, which sailed from Baltimore 
about the 20th of April for N. Orleans, and took from 
her fourteen slaves. The crew and slaves stated that 
capt Waiter R. Galloway, Jate master, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Porter, the mate, both fell overboard on the 26th 
April, at 10 A. M.and were drowned. The weather 
was pleasaxt at the time, and the vessel running at 
the rate of 6 knots, did not heave to to pick them up, 
but immediately shifted her course for St. Domingo, 
as they supposed; but having no navigator on board, 
they had been drifted about, and when fallen in with, 
did not know where they were. Capt. A. put on 
board his second officer, Mr. Galliiee, and ordered 





her to keep co. but, parted on Friday night, ina gale, 
lat. 37 lon. 70, 30. It was his intention on gaining the 
coast, to take out the 2 remaining slaves, and one of 
her crew, and to put on board a suflicient number of 
his men, for fear they might do violence to Mr. G. or 
run the vessel ashore, and make their escape. The 
crew also informed captain A, that a ship bound to 
Nantucket, boarded the Decatur three days before, 
took off the female slaves, twoof the crew and the 
papers, and put a navigator on board, who, however, 
refused to remain, and was received on board the 
ship next morning. The slaves were 32 in number, 
and belonging to Mrs Woodford, [Woolfolk], of Bal- 
timore. Captain Atwood is of opinion that captain 
Galloway and his mate were thrown overboard. 

[The ship alluded to has been spoken, and the facts 
are generaily substantiated, with additions that ren- 
der it almost certain that a part of the crew had join- 
ed the slaves and murdered the captain and mate. 
The ship, (the Constitution), had 17 of the blacks on 
board, but the captain, not thinking it safe to take 
possession of the schooner, left the remainder of her 
crew and of the blacks on board. } S 


SLAVERY PROHIBITION in Lovursiana. At the late 


session of the legislature of Louisiana, an act was 
passed prohibiting further introduction of slaves into 
that state for sale. The following is an abstract of 





| the act: 
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Sec. 1. No person shall, after the first day of June, 
1826, bring into this state any slave, with the intent 
to sell or hire the same, under the penalty of being 

nished by imprisonment not exceeding two years, 
and fined not exceeding. one thousand dollars, and 
moreover shall forfeit the said slave or slaves. 

Sec. 2. That hereafter any person who has a bona 
fide intention to emigrate to this state, with a view to 
become an inhabitant thereof, shall be allowed to 
bring with them their slaves, and employ the same. 
within the limits of the state: provided, that any 
slaves so brought in by an emigrant, shall not be sold 
or exchanged for the term of two years from the 
time they were brought into the state, under a pen- 
alty of a forfeiture of the slaves so sold. 

Sec. 3. Any bona fide citizen of this state shall be 
allowed to bring therein and employ any slaves of 
which he may be the lawful owner, provided that 
any slaves brought into this state by any citizen 
thereof, under the provisions of this section, shall not 
be sold or exchanged until after said slaves have been 
two years within the state, under the penalty of for- 
feiting the aforesaid slaves. 

Sec. 4. Any slave or slaves, brought into this state 
in contravention of any of the provisions of this act, 
shall, after due condemnation, by any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, be sold after ten day’s notice by 
the sheriff of the parish in which said slaves have been 
condemned, and the nett proceeds of said slaves, 
when sold, shall be paid over, one fourth to the infor- 
‘mer or informers, and the other three fourths to the 
treasurer of the state. 

FOREIGN NEWS. 
‘ From late Paris papers, received in New York. 

Great Britain and Ireland Despatches ‘‘of the most 
satisfactory character,” were received from the duke 
of Wellington on the 25th of March. 

Two king’s messengers have been despatched by 
Mr. Canning to lord Ponsonby, who is waiting at Ply- 
mouth a favorable wind, to depart for Buenos Ayres. 
The Globe observes, that no doubt great importance 
‘is attached to the mission of lord Ponsonby, in conse- 
quence of the desire of the English cabinet to see 
the war between the Brazils and Buenos Ayres at an 
end, which so seriously affects British commerce. 

The English journals speak of great disorders in 
Ireland at the Woodford fair. Notwithstanding the 
intervention of their pastors, the Protestants and Ca- 
tholics resorted to acts of violence, of which the eccle- 
siastics were the first victims. 

A large quantity of unemployed money is said to be 
in London, but confidence was not yet sufficiently re- 
stored to give it circulation. Some of the banking 
houses had resumed payment. Mr. Rothschild had 
made arrangements to import gold into England, to 
the amount of 250,0001. weekly. 

In various parts of the country the distress for mo- 
ney was very great. An eminent London trading 
house sent an agent into the northern counties, with 
authority to collect debits to the amount of 80,000J. 
After six weeks absence, he returned with 5001. 

Accounts from Alexandria, state that the English 
consul has at length interfered to prevent the-ships 
of this country from assisting in the conveyance of 
military and warlike stores from Egypt to Greece; 
he has publicly announced, that, by orders received 
from his government, all vessels are prohibited from 
conveying warlike stores from Egypt. 

it is rumored that a lady, closely connected with an 
exalted foreigner, lately raised to one of the highest 
and most dignified stations in Ireland, is shortly 
tu be led to the altar of Hymen, by a gallant son of 
Mars, the near relative of a rev. dignitary of the 
church of Ireland and of a Scotch peer. [This al- 
eee to Miss Caton, sister of marchioness Welles- 
rey. . 


=n 


The bishop of Durham, died in London on the 25th 
March, at the age of 92. His immense wealth de- 
scends to his nephew, lord Barrington. 

The ships in commission are all to receive an ad- 
ditional number of marines; but the seamen are not 
to be increased. 

France. Enlistments for the pacha of Egypt were 
making in France, and many officers in his service 
were about to depart from Marseilles—at which 
place, also, six armed vessels were fitting out for the 
pacha. The duke of Orleans, however, had given 
5,000 francs to purchase provisions for the garrison 
of Missolonghi. 

General Lafayette was not in a good state of health, 
but does not appear to have been dangerously ill. 
The king’s ordinance, of February 8th, went into 
effect on the 5th of April. It prohibits the introduc- 
tion, for consumption in France, of the productions of 
Africa, Asia and America, from the entrepots of 
Great Britain. 

The duke of Montmorency fell down dead while at 
church in Paris, on the 24th March. His funeral was 
celebrated with great pomp. The number of private 
carriages, in the train, exceeded 900. 

The copy right of Chateaubriand’s works complete, 
has been sold in Paris for 550,000 francs. They will 
make 25 volumes, of which 13 will be new. 

It is said that a new treaty is to be formed between 
France and Spain, by which the. occupation of the 
latter will be prolonged several years. 

The French government has issued an ordinance 
directing the different consuls and other authorities 
to use, henceforth, the name of Hayti instead of St. 
Domingo, in all their relations with that island. The 
reason assigned for this mandate is, that some 
difficulty had been made against the admission of a 
French vessel at Hayti, the Haytien authorities al- 
leging that she was destined for St. Domingo, and not 
to Hayti. 

In the French chamber of deputies, March 25th, 
petitions were presented from Parisand from Havre, 
for amore effectual prohibition of the slave trade. A 
member stated that more than 30 vessels had been 
fitted out for this trade from Nantz within a year; 
and that French slave vessels, when pursued, threw 
their slaves overboard! 

Spain. A letter from Cadiz gives a most deplora 
ble picture of Spain. ‘*Commerce has fled her shores 
and the interior lies waste and uncultivated, the 
miserable inhabitants of which are found dead in the 
fields.” 

A letter from Barcelona, dated March 19th, says 
that a new treaty has been entered into between 
France and Spain, according to which the French 
will remain for several years in possession of Barce- 
lona, Cadiz, Pampeluna, &c. 

The early recognition of the independence of the 
new states, by Spain, is spoken of—probably, that the 
valuable colonies which are left may be retained to 
the mother country. 

A plot to compel the king to abdicate the throne is 
said to have been discovered. The kingdom is ina 
very unsettled and distressed state. 

Portugal. The body of the king of Portugal was 
taken from the palace of Bemposta to the royal con- 
vent of St. Vincent de Fora, on the 12th of April, 
under the discharge of artillery, where it was inter- 
red. Lisbon and the whole country enjoy the most 
perfect tranquility. Some say the queen dowager, 
will inhabit the chateau d’Ajuda, with the whole 
royal family. Others say, it is her intention to spend 
some months in Madrid, with her brother Ferdinand. 
She has recognized the regency, and its acts are ia 
the name of Don Pedro. / 

Germany. The Austrian government hes declared 
that the benefit promised by the Vienna congress re~ 
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uninterrupted navigation into the sea, and from the 
sea into the Rhine, for all nations. 

Russia. The funeral ceremonies of the late empe- 
ror of Russia, were finished without any disturbance. 
Some movement was apprehended as the police were 
on the alert and the guards were called out. The 
week preceding the ceremony a careful inspection 
was made of the subterranean apartments of the ca- 
thedral, to discover whether any powder had been de- 
posited there. The empire appears to be entirely 
tranquil, though there are some rumors to the con- 
trary. 


Extract of a private letter from Moscow, dated the 
28th February, 1826:— 

“The body of the late emperor passed through this 
city last week. The procession was a mile and a 
quarter long, and was an hour and five minutes in 
passing. The order of the procession was this—First 
came a body of trumpeters, sounding solemn blasts 
every minute; then cainea squadron of cavalry, fol- 
lowed by fifty-two horses, covered with black cloth, 
each having the arms of the separate governments 
displayed on their sides; after these was led a horse 
richly c&parisoned,. called ‘the Horse of Joy,’ and 
then followed a warrior in armour of gold, named ‘the 
Herald of Joy;’ immediately after him came another 
warrior in black armour, denominated ‘the Herald 
of Mourning,’ followed by a horse similarly compari- 
soned, and called ‘the Horse of Mourning;’ the order 
of the two warriors in the procession being reversed. 
Then followed the priests, to the number of about 
one thousand, dressed in their sacerdotal robes, and 
many of them bearing standards; after these ecclesi- 
astics, was carried a large golden lantern, containing 
a number of candles, an [emblem of light]; then fol- 
lowed the cross, and afterwards a portrait of the Vir- 
gin Mary; next in order came the funeral car, (on 
which the coffin, containing the body of the deceased 
emperor, was placed,| decorated with flesh-colored 
satin, ermine and ostrich feathers, and highly orna- 
mented with silver, and drawn by eight horses. Num- 
bers of generals and other officers followed the car, 
and the whole procession was closed by several regi- 
ments of soldiers.” 


Greece. Jt will be recollected that at our last ad- 
vices, the Turks and Egyptians were preparing for 
another assault upon Missolonghi, by sea and land. 
It will rejoice our friends now to learn, that letters 
from Missolonghi of the 5th of March, contain the 
information that Ibrahim Pacha has been driven from 
the siege of that place. On the 28th of February he 
attacked the town but was repulsed with great loss. 
The same letter states that 7,000 men were lost by the 
Turks. The Greeks lest 500. 


A letter from Corfu, of the 7th of March, states that 
the captain Pacha had quitted Ibrahim and sailed for 
Constantinople, and was pee by Miaulis. Ibra- 
him had caused several of the chiefs under his com- 
mand tobe beheaded. The departure of the captain 
Pacha leaves the sea completely free, and succour can 
be afforded to Missolonghi. The Austrian Observer 
reluctantly admits that the Greeks have repulsed the 
Turks, and succeeded in victualling that fortress. 

These pleasant articles of news appear to be sup- 
ported by accounts from various quarters. The 
Greeks fought with resolution—to conquer or die— 
and the slaughter of the Turks was dreadful. A 
French coi. Selves, who belonged to the imperial 
guard of Napoleon, employed by the pacha of Egypt, 
has surrendered himself and his troops, at discretion, 
to Colocotroni, at Tripolizza. ' 

At Corfu, the Greek cruisers visited some vessels, 
sent from Alexandria for the Morea, under English 
colors, and confiscated all the Turkish property they 
had on board. The lord commissioner of the Ionian 
Islands honorably refused to interfere. 





Coiombia. On the Ist of February, of the present 
year, was installed with much solemnity in the city 
of Carthagena, the superior court of justice for the 
districts, composed of the departments of Magdalena 
and the Istumus. Thus we perceive Colombia indi- 
cating the progress of order and perpetuating all its 
moral good by the gradual instalment of district 
courts. 

In the fulfilment of the 12th article of the Jaw, of 
the 21st July, in the year 11, which ordained that the 
manumission of slaves should take place on such days 
as are consecrated to national festivity, as a motive 
the more powerful for calling forth joy and thankful- 
ness for public blessings, there have been manumit- 
ted, for the last year, 63 slaves, viz—8 in that of the 
department of Venezuela; 18 in the department of 
Asua; 21 in that of Ibague, in the province of Mar- 
quita; 5 in the canton of the capital of Tunja; 3 in 
that of Garagoa; 3 in that of Chiquinquira, and 1 in 
that of Coqui, and 4 in the capital of the province of 
Casapare. In Maracaibo, 13 slaves received their 
manumission at the column of the middleof the hall 
of the great square, where there had been accom- 
plished the deliverance of the country from the bond- 
age of the Spanish general, Morales, and, in Panama, 
8 received their freedom in a similar manner. 

The revenue of Colombia last year, amounted to 
$6,196,725; and the expenses of the army and navy 
alone to $11,794,596—nearly double the revenue. 


From the Pacific. We learn that the officers and 
crews of the United States squadron were well. Mr. 
Humphreys, purser of the Peacuck, died on the 10th 
of March, at Callao. 

Bolivar had returned to Lima, and was received in 
the most grateful manner. It was said that he would 
soon return to Colombia—his work being done. Cal- 
lao presents a woeful appearance. Rodil had left Pe- 
ru in the British frigate Briton. 

The general congress had not opened its session at 
Panama, but most of the deputies, from the South 


American states, had arrived, and much anxiety was - 


manifested to know whether the United States would 
send commissioners. 


India. The Burmese war is at an end, after a vast 
sacrifice of human life, by which, however, the Bri- 
tish have gained four or five provinces, aad were to 
receive one croze of rupees—10 millions, equal to 
five millions of dollars. 
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Blockade of the La Plata. 


MonrTeVIDEO, 28th Feb. 1826. 
‘I send you the Mercantile Gazette of Buenos Ayres 
with the protest of our charge des affaires, Mr. Forbes, 





against the existing Brazilian blockade, and if you : 
think proper to give it for publication, I would ob-~ 
serve that it ought to go together -with his letter to- 


gen. Cruz, as without it the publication at Buenos 
Ayres would appear strange. 

It has been highly gratifying not only to the Ame- 
rieans but to individuals of all nations, not excepting 
the English, to see this plain elucidation of national 
law and this manly vindication of neutral rights. Ht 
forms a striking contrast to the subserviency of the 
British agents and naval commanders, which is highly 
criticised; and even the French are observed to usea 
more determined tone than they, but the fact is they 


are aware of having given the precedent, and, as 


they express themselves, being now beaten with their 
own arms. 

There seems no doubt that a nation which once un-= 
sheathed the sword to vindicate the very principles 
now maintained by Mr. Forbes, against the most pow- 
erful nation of the world, will not tamely submit to @ 
second edition of similar oppression from a much 


| weaker source, froma feeble imitator and inventor 
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of tyranny. The eyes of Europe seem hopefully fix- | 

ed on that nation. In my letters from various cor- 

respondents on the continent, an opinion is expressed 

‘that America will not submit to this blockade; the 

lawlessness of which appears to have been anticipat- 

ed from the nature of these waters. All the shores 
of this river are as good a port or harbor as the outer 
er inner roads of Buenos Ayres, and if the river 
is to.be blockaded it ought to be done from cape to 
cape, a — impossible with all the Brazilian navy.” 
From the Buenos Mercantile Gazette, Feb. 17. 

The following important documents have been remit- | 
ted to us for publication, from the department of 
foreign relations: 

Legation of the U. S. of America, 
Buenos Ayres, Feb. 13, 1826. 

” The undersigned, charge des affaires of the United 

States of America, having communications of high 

international interest to make to admiral Lobo, com- 

manding the Brazilian blockading squadron, most re- 

tfully requests his excetlency gen. de ia Cruz, 
minister of foreign relations, to grant him a flag of 
truce according to usages of war, to guarantee the 
safety of such an intercourse. 


In order to manifest to this government that sin- 
cere confidence which ought to exist between sister 
republics, the undersigned has the honor to commu- 
nicate a copy of the note which he wishes to trans- 
mit to the Brazilian admiral. This note has for its 
object an humble effort to vindicate neutral rights in 
the principles and rules which ought to be observed 
in cases of blockade; and-it is to be hoped that this 
attempt will not be misconstrued into any, the slight- 
est, deviation from the straight line of most scrupu- 
lous and delicate neutrality between the belligerant 
parties, which it is the policy of the United States to 
observe under present circumstances. 

The undersigned prays his excellency general de 
la Cruz, minister of foreign relations, to accept the | 
assurances of his highest consideration and respect. 

; JOHN M. FORBES. 
To his excellency general Don Francisco de la Cruz, | 

minister of foreign relations, &c. &e. 

Legation of the U. S. of America, 
Buenos Ayres, Feb. 13, 1826. 

In the official note which the undersigned, charge 
d’affaires of the United States of America, had the 
honor to address to his excellency admiral Lobo, com- 
mander of the imperial Brazilian squadron blockad- 
ing the coasts and ports of Buenos Ayres, under date 
of ist of January last, it was reserved by the under- 
signed to present, on a future occasion, the views and 
principles professed and put forth by the government 
of the United States on the law of blockade. In con- 
formity to that reservation the undersigned now takes 
the liberty to present to the consideration of his ex- 
céilency admiral Lobo, and if deemed worthy of 
transmission to that of his imperial majesty’s minis- 
try, the following observations. 


If the subject of blockade, so simple in ite original 
application, now involves the most complicated ques- 
tions of maritime law among nations, it 1s to be ascrib- 
ed to abuses of power on one side, to too much con- 
descension on the other, and to the multitude of inci- 
dental cases which have arisen as precedents, estab- 
lishing arbitraty and ephemeral doctrines, since the 
breaking down of the original bounds and land-marks 
of mutual and universal rights. 


Although the commerce of the United States has 
been, toa greater extent than any other, the victim of 
those gigantic abuses of power, it has never suffered 
without just complaints, in individual cases, and con- 
stant and strong remonstranceés on the part of the go- 
vernment of the said states, against the principle and 
practice of every thing like an imaginary blockade, 


Thus it has ever been maintained by the U. States, 
that a proclamation or ideal blockade of an extensive 
coast, not supported by the actual presence of a na- 
val power competent to enforce its simultaneous, con- 
stant and effective operation on every point of such 
coast, is illegal throughout its whole extent, even for 
the ports which may be in actual blockade; otherwise 
every capture under a notified blockade would be Je~ 
gal; because the capture itself would be proof of the 
blockading force. This is, in general terms, one of the 
fundamental rules of the law of blockade as profess- 
rs and practiced by the government of the United 

tates. 


And if this principle is to derive strength from the 
enormity of consequences resulting from a contrary 
practice, it could not be better sustained than by the 
terms of the original declaration of the existing Bra- 
zilian blockade, combined with its subsequent prac- 
tical application. 


The manifesto of his excelleoncy, admiral Loba, 
dated 2tst December last, declares that ‘all the ports 
and coasts of the republic of Buenos Ayres, and all 
those on the oriental side, (of La Plata) which may be 
occupied by the troops of Buenos Ayres, are, from that 
date, subject to the most rigorous bleckade.”” This decla- 
ration of blockade embraces an extent of muritime 
coast of more than twenty degrees of latitude; on 
which vast coast it is not pretended that his imperial 
majesty maintains any force beyond a single corvette, 
the “‘MariadaGloria.” If, therefore, there can exist 
any thing like an imaginary blockade, this is, most 
uneguivocally, one of that description, and, as such, 
in conformity with the principles before laid down, 
calls for the resistance of the government of the U. 
States. If we turn our attention to the manner in 
which the blockade has been enforced in the immedi-. 
ate waters of Buenos Ayres, abundant matter of criti- 
cism presents itself. Since the establishment of tle 
blockade, six foreign vessels, according to the annex- 
ed list, have catered the inner roads of Buenos Ayres, 
and three have gone into the port of Ensenada. 
Among the former, one was carried into Montevideo, 
detained nearly a week, and then suffered to take a 
new destination, without any endorsement of the no- 
tice of blockade on the principal papers of the ves- 
sel, as is practised in similar cases by other maritime 
nations. Another Hamburg ship, “Daphne,” passed 
within gun skot of the Brazilian squadron, and, un- 
der the protection of a very inferior force, procecd- 
ed up to the anchorage of the innerroads. By these 
examples, occurring in a fine season of the'year, there 
being no violent stormy weather to justify such a 
failure to enforce the blockade, it seems to be con- 
clusively proved, either that the Brazilian squadron 
cannot, or that it will not enforce it.—And thus, this 
high and important belligerant measure, which ought 
to be rigorously, constantly and uniformly put into ex- 
ecution, has dwindled into a feeble and inefficient ef- 
fort, depending on casuajty, caprice or convenience. 


Ona full view and mature consideration of all these 
circumstances, the undersigned feels it his indispen- 
sable duty to remonstrate and protest, and he thus re- 
monstrates and -protests against the blockade of the 
ports and coasts of the republic of Buenos Ayres, as 
lately declared by h. ex. admiral Lobo, commandér 
in chief of his imperial Brazilian majesty’s forces; 
the said blockade being, in ite general character, as 
well as in its practical application, stamped with in- 
efficiency; supported by a naval power wholly in- 
competent to enforce it in its whole extent, and 
consequently illegal; prostrating neutral rights, and 
wholly inadmissible on the part of the government of 
the U. States. 

Having thus remonstrated and protested against the 





the Hydra of lawless oppression. 


said blockade, the orem reserves to the go- 
vernment of the U. States, the right of continuing, a¢ 
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may be deemed expedient, the further discussion of | 
national arid individual interests, involved in this very 
important subject, 

The undersigned takes this occasion to renew to his 
excellency admiral Lobo, the assurance of his bigh- 
est consideration and respect JOHN M. FORBES. 

To his excellency Don Rodrigo Jose Ferreira Lobo, 
vice admiral of the squadron of his majesty the em- 
peror of Brazil, &c. &c. 

On board the corvette ‘“‘Liberal.” 








Larche’s Case. 
FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER, 
Ve record the following papers as matters of curjosi- 
' ty—It is not often that the governor of a state has 
been thus addressed, or so acted—on what cannot 
be regarded but as an expression of the mere opin- 
ion of some two or three individuals of the house 
of representatives—and especially, as it appears 
from the facts, that neither the committee of claims, 

itself, or the house, had manifested any thing like a 

disposition to support that opinion. 

His excelleney John Tyler: 

Dear Siz: The inclosed document, (which has this 
moment been laid upon my table), contains matter 
of too much interest to Virginia, and to the other 
slave holding states of this union, to justify me in 
omitting to lay it before you at the earliest moment. 

The tacts of -the case are, that Francis Larche was 
the owner of a slave, horse, and cart, all of which 
were impressed by order of general Jackson, for the 
purpose of aiding in completing the works he had 
planned for the defence of New Orleans. While so 
employed in carting, the slave was killed by a cannon 
shot fired by the enemy. No doubt, therefore, could 
exist, that Larche, the owner, was entitled to be com- 
pensated for the property, of which he had been so de- 
prived by the United States; and, of course, that he 
was entitled tobe paid for this slave, provided the 
slave was property. Hence arose the occasion for the 
committee of the house of representatives to pass 
upon the question, whether slaves were property or 
not—and their decision upon this great question the 
inclosed document states. You will not fail to see, 
jn the reasoning employed by the committee upon 
this occasion, the annunciation of another proposi- 
tion, of still more importance to the slave-holding 
states. Notsatisfied with deciding in effect, that slaves 
are not property, the committee go on to declare, that 
whensvoever an emergency shall arise, which will jus- 
tify the United States in calling out the citizens of 
the country, to contribute to defend its rights, that 
emergency will also justify the United States, in con- 
verting slaves into suldiers!! 

1 write in too much haste, and under circumstan- 
ces which necessarily restrain me from adding any 
observations upon the facts | have stated. Butl could 
not justify myself in abstaining from bringing this 
matter before you as | have done. 

dam, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient 
servant, — LITT: W. TAZEWELL. 

Washington, April 24, 1826. 

Mr. Martindale, from the committee of claims, to 
which was referred the biii from the senate, entit- 
Jed an act for the relief of Francis Larche, of New- 
Orieans, made the following REporT: 

The commutege on claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Francis Larche, with a bill from the senate for 
his relief, report; 

That this is a claim for the value of a slave belong- 
ing to the petitioner, impressed into the service of the 
United States by general Jackson in the defence of 
New Orleans, and alleged to have been killed by a 
cannon shet, while in that service. Without stopping 
to deny or admit any of the facts by which the peti- 





tioner supports his claim, the committee recommend | 


its rejection upon principle. The emergency justified 
the impressment of every moral agent capable of 
contributing to the defence of the place: to call upon 
the master to defend himself and slave, as well as the 
slave to defend his master. It would-be the height of 
injustice to call upon the free citizens of states many 
hundred miles distant from the place assailed, to pour 
out their blood, and sacrifice their lives for its de- 
fence, and at the same time to exonerate frofn that 
service its own physical and moral force. Men were 
wanted, and in that capacity the slave was put in re- 
quisition. The master too, might have been called 
upon, and his sons, and his hired servants, as they. 
were in other parts of the country; and where sons, 
and fathers, and husbands, fought and died, without 
having their lives valued, or compensated in money. 
Richmond, May 2, 1826. 
Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 24th April, covering 


the report of the committee of the house of repre- | 


sentatives, on the subjectof Larche’s claim for aslave 
impressed by the U. States, and killed by the enemy 
while in that service, came duly to hand—and, but 
for the corrective, which I trust may be found in the 
good sense of the house of representatives, would 
be well calculated to excite the most gloomy forebo- 
dings, We shall indeed, have reached a point of the 
most frightfu) apprehension, when the congress shall 
be found mad enough to sanction the principles, or 
more properly the no principles, contained in the re- 
port. It will be a point from which there will be no 
receding and no advancing. But the precedents, for- 
tunately, are all the other way. The late treaty with 
England, if any thing more than the common sense 
of mankind was wanting to settle the question, does 
settle it. Slaves are there placed on the footing of 
property, and he must be a wretched and misguided 
enthusiast, who would now question the correctness 
of that decision. I always thought that certain poli- 
ticians had gone a bow-shot too far when they at- 
tempted, as in the discussion of the Missouri ques- 
tion, to elevate to the condition of citizens the free 
blacks; but Mr. Martindale and his committee, in their 
notion of men and moral agents, have made a new and 
wholly unforseen discovery. This is what you pro- 
perly call it,a great question. A question big with 
the fate of this union—a principle which startles, 
and is well calculated to alarm, all the sensibilities 
of the patriot, and one, the settlement of which I 
shall, along with yourself and our common constitu- 
ents, watch with the deepest interest. 

I sefze on this occasion, to assure you of my un- 
feigned respect and regard. 

1 have the honor to be, your most obedient, &c. 


JOHN TYLER. 

Hon. L. W. Tazewe.t. : , 

To the editors of the Enquirer. 

After the report, made by Mr. Martindale, was pub- 
lished, 1, as a member of the committee, considered 
it my duty to disclaim the doctrine contained in that 
report, which | did in the house by submitting a reso- 
jution to recommit the senate’s bill and the report of 
the house, with instructions. This resolution was 
adopted, the instructions permitted the committee to 
report the “‘bill from the senate with the evidence,” 
they did not permit the committee again to return to 
the house the report of Mr. Martindale, This I con- 
sidered a rejection not only of the report but of the 
doctrines it contained— | 

And it gives me pleasure to say that J believe that 
not only the house ! representatives are opposed to 
this doctrine, as indicated by the resolution above 
mentioned, but that the committee of claims do not 
sanction it. This is due to me and this should be 
known to the nation, lest the expressions in gor. 
Tyler’s letter to Mr. Tazewell, should fix upon indi- 
viduals opinions which they have never entertained~— 
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the expressions alluded to are, ‘but Mr. Martindale 


_and his committee, in their notion of men and moral 


agents have made a new and wholly unforeseen disco- 
very.” I, as one of the committee, wholly disclaim 
any portion of the good or evil that is to result from 
this “discovery,” I not having contributed any thing 
to effect it. : 
. But} agree most heartily with the governor, that 
the slave holdingstates should ‘“‘watch with the deep- 
est interest” all and every attempt to break down the 
barriers of the constitution, by which alone we can 
maintain our rights. | 

Your paper is of extensive circulation, and so far 
as the condemnation of this report has been circulat- 
ed by it, I wish my disclaimer to circulate. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

, G. W. OWEN. 
May 12th, 1826. 
LL kT I EE Ee BT PT LETT 


— — -_ + Ce 


Nineteenth Congress—41st session, 


. SENATE. 
May 11. The following report, made yesterday by 
Mr. White, was taken up, and, on the motion by Mr, 

Smith, it was ordered to lie on the table: 

The committee of foreign relations, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorials of certain underwriters and 
others, of Philadelphia and Baltimore, stating that 
the amount, provided by treaty with Spain, for in- 
demnity to claimants against the government of 
Spain, was insufficient, and praying that the ba- 
Jance and interest be paid, &c, have had the same 
under consideration, and ask leave to submit the 
following report:— 

That the memorialists represent, in substance, that 





in lawful commerce, sustained losses, by such acts 
as made the Spanish government responsibe for them. 
That the United States, by a treaty with Spain, dated 
the 22nd day of February, 1819, renounced to Spain 
all those claims; and thus became liable themselves 
or the payment of the full amount of the principal 
and interest justly due upon them. That, in and by 
the same treaty, it was provided thata board of com- 
missioners should be established, whose duty it should 
be to ascertain the amount and validity of said claims; 
and also a fund not exceeding five millions of dol- 
Jars, for their payment. That such board was estab- 
lished and organized, who proceeded in the discharge 
of their duty, and ascertained that the principal 
alone, of valid claims, exceeded the sum aforesaid, 
so much as to make it necessary that each claim 
should abate at the rate of eight and one-third per- 
centum, to reduce the amoust which they might 
award, to the sum specified in the treaty; that such 
abatement was accordingly made; and thus it happen- 
ed, that, instead of receiving the full amount of prin- 
cipal and interest, to which the claimants were fairly 
entitled, no one of them has received one cent for in- 
terest, and each has been compelled to abate, at the 
rate of eight and one-third per centum, of the princi- 
pal due to him, and pray that provision may now be 
made for paying them, not only the principal, which 
they have been compelled to abate, but likewise in- 
terest upon the whole principal, from the time the in- 
juries were sustained by them, up to the time of pay- 
ment, &c. 

Your committee have attentively considered the 
matters embraced in, and connected with, the said 
memorials; and are of opinion, that the United States 
are not bound, upon any principle whatever, to make 
any provision, in addition to that provided in the 
treaty, for the payment of either the principal or in- 
terest, now claimed; and, therefore, recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That congress ought not to appropriate any addition- 


al sum for the payment of either the principal or ifterest, claimed 
by the memorialists 





Mr. Tazewell; from the committee on foreign reja~ 
tions, to whom the various memorials on the subject 
of French spoliations were referred, made a report, 
asking to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject, as the matter was now a subject 
of negotiation between the two countries. 


May 12. The senate refused to consider the bill 
to authorize the establishment of a medical college 
in the city of Washington. 


The bill relative to the issuing of executions in the 
district and circuit courts of the United States, in 
certain cases, was next taken up. 


[This bill provides, that all writs of execution, 
upon any judgment or decree obtained in any of the 
district or circuit courts of the United States, in any 
one state, which shall have been, or may hereafter 
be, divided into two judicial districts, may run and 
be executed in any part of such state; but shall be 
issued from, and made returnable to, the court where 
the judgment was obtained, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. } 


After a few remarks in explanation, by Mr. Vay 
Buren, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The senate insisted on their amendment to the act 
making appropriations to carry into effect the trea- 
ty concluded between the United States and Creek. 
nation, ratified the 22d of April, 1826, which had 
been disagreed to by the house. 


The senate next took up the bill to regulate the 
publication of the laws of the United States, and of 
public advertisements 

Mr. Benton said this bill was one of a series relat- 
ing to the same general subject, which had been re- 


sundry citizens of the United States, while engaged | ported under a resolution submitted by a gentleman 


from North Carolina, whom he saw in his seat, (Mr. 
Macon) The gentleman would take an interest in 
the discussion and passage of this bill, but, Mr. B. 
said, to his certain knowledge, that gentleman was 
unable, from indisposition, to take any part in the 
discussion. Under these circumstances, he, for one, 
thought it his duty to consulthim He was at the bot- 
tom of the whole affair; he had collected a variety of 
facts; he had matured the subject, and he though$ 
it right that the wishes of that gentleman should pre- 
vail. 


Mr. Macon gaid, the subject of diminishing the pa 
tronage of the executive, was one which he had re- 
flected on for many years, but at this time he was 
unable to enter in the discussions of it, his health was 
at presentso bad, that be would not be able to speak 
for ten minutes in succession. He should move, 
therefore, that the bill be laid on the table; which 
motion prevailed, and 

The same course was adopted with respect to the 
other bills relating to the same subject. 

Several bills were ordered toa third reading. That 
to provide for establishing an uniform system of 
militia, &c. was laid on the table. : 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bil 
‘to establish certain collection Cistricts in.the states 
of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri.” 

This produced much debate. The speakers were 
Messrs. Harrison, Tazewell, Lloyd, Holmes, Benton, 
Chandler, Eaton, Smith, Rowan, Hayne, Van Buren, 
and Johnston. 

Mr. Holmes moved to postpone the. further consi- 
deration of the bill to the first Monday in December ; 
next, which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas 


and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messr « Barton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, Chandlcr, 
Clayton, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, H»rper, Hayne, Holmes 
King, Marks, Reed, S.nith, Tazewell, Van Buren, White, Wi- 
liams, Woodbury—2t. 

NAYS—Messrs, Benton, Chase, Edwards, Harrison, Hendricks, 
tag Lou. Kane, Lioyd, Robbins, Rowan, Ruggics, Sgn- 
or —12. 


And then the senate adjourned. 
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May 13. After other business— 

The senate took up the bill making an appro- 
priation for removing the bar at the east pass of the 
mouth of the Pascaguula river, and for improving the 
harbor thereof. ' 

Mem bill appropriates 5,000 dollars for this pur- 

se. | ; 
POM. Reed, of Mississippi, strenuously adyocated the 
passage of the bill, demonstrating, at length, the ad- 
vantages which would result to the commerce of the 
union from the obstructions being removed. 

Mr. Chandler thought its further consideration might 
very well be deferred to the ensuing session; he, 
therefore, moved to lay it on the table; which was 
Aecided in the negative. by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS-— Messrs. Branch, Chandler, Dickerson, Harper, Macon, 
Rowan, Ruggles, Sanford, Van Buren, White, Woodbury—11. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Chase, Clayton, Ed- 
wards, Harrison, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnston, of Lou. Kane 


Bing. Lloyd, Marks, Noble, Reed, Robbins, Seymour, Smith, ‘Tho- 
mas, Williains—21. 


- The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

Many bills were ordered to a third reading this 
day, and a number passed—chiefly of a local or pri- 
vate nature. , , 

The senate took up the bill supplementary to 
an act, entitled an act to regulate the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and certain 
British colonial ports. [This bill provides that no 
other or higher duties of imposts and tonnage, and no 
other or higher duty, or charge of any kind, upon any 

oods, wares or merchandise, imported from the fol- 
owing free ports of the British colonies—(here fol- 
lows a list of the ports in the West Indies, &c.)—in 
British vessels, shal] be levied or exacted in any of 
the ports of the United States, (excepting the ports in 
Florida), than upon the vessels of the United States, 
apd upon the like goods, wares, &c. imported into the 
ports of the United States inthe same. The act to go 
into force after the 30th of June next, and, if it is 
found that discriminating duties are levied on United 
States’ vessels, the president may issue his proclama- 
tion, and the agt may be suspended.} 
qme discussion took place, in which Messrs. San- 
Sord, Lloyd, Smith, Holmes and Tazewell, took part, as 
tothe most advantageous mode of accomplishing the 
object, whether it should be done by the present bill, 
or left to negotiation; it was urged that this bill 


Rte ced our tradé on an unequal! footing with Great | 
3 


Britai 


4 


| 15, noes 15; and it was then referred to a committee 


of five. Messrs. Sanford, Holmes, White, Hayne and 
Eaton, were chosen the committee. 

The bill from the*house, supplementary to an act 
for the gradual increase of the navy, was taken up; 
and, after some discussion between Messrs. Chandler, 
Tazewell, Branch, Macon and Hayne, the bill was or- 


dered to a third reading by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Beil, Benton, Berrien, Boaligay bChape 
Eeton, Edwards, Findlay. Harrison, Hayne, Holmes, ohnston, of 
Lou. Kane, Knight, Marks, Reed, Robbins, Rowan, Kuggies, San- 
ford, Seymour, Smith, Van Buren—2%. 

NAYS— Messrs. Branch, Chandler, Clayton, Dickerson, Harper, 
Hendricks, King, Lloyd, Macon, Pickins, Tazewell, White, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury—14. 


A message was received from the president of the 
United States, by Mr. John Adams, jun. transmitting 
the information called for by a resolution of the se- 
nate, in relation to the transactions at the custom 
house at Philadelphia. 

Several bills were passed, and others passed to a 
third reading. 

Mr. Smith said, as chairman of the committee who 
had reported the bill, he felt bound to move to take 
up, for consideration, the bill repealing, in part, the 
duty on imported salt. © 


Some discussion took place between Messrs. Holines, 
Branch, Lloyd, Macon, Smith, Woodbury. Noble, Van 
Buren, Sanford and Findlay; and the senate refused 
to take itup, on account of the late period of the ses- 
sion not affording time for the discussion of general 
subjects. The decision on the question of taking it 
up, was—ayes 14, noes 19. 


The senate took up the bill from the house for the 
subscription stock in the Dismal Swamp canal com- 
pany. 

A long debate ensued on this bill, in which Messrs. 
Hendricks, Chandler, Tazewell, Branch, Noble, Holmes, 
Harrison, Kane, Van Buren, Rowan, Chambers and 
Reed, took part. 

The question on ordering the bill to a third reading, 


was finally determined, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs, Barton, Bouhgny, Branch, Chambers, Chase, 


| Eaton, Edwards, Findiay, Harrison, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnston, 


of Lou. King, Lloyd, Marks, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, 
Smith, Thomas—21. J 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Chandler, Dickerson, Harver, 
Hayne, Kane, Knight, Macon,’ Reed, Rowan, Sanford, Tazewell, 
Van Buren, White, Woodbury—16. 


So the bill was ordered to a third reading, and was 





inasmuch as they might bring the produce of| then read a third time, passed, and returned to the 


every part of the world to our ports, while we could | house of representatives. 


only go direct to the West Indies with our own pro- 
duce and manufactures. 


Mr. Holmes moved an amendment that the act should 


not extend to the importation of plaster of Paris into | 


the United States from British provinces, unless the 
same advantages should be granted to the United 
States’ vessels, as to the British vessels concerned in 
that trade. The amendment was agreed to. 3 

Mr. Smnith then moved toamend the bill, by adding 
after the word colonies, ‘‘or such as may hereafter 
be declared to be free ports;” which prevailed. 

Mr. Harrison said there was such a difference of 
sentiment amongst gentlemen on this subject, that, to 
prevent its occupying more of the time of the senate, 
he would move to lay it on the table; which was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by ycas and nays, as follows:, 
+ YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Chandler, Edwards 
Harrison, Holmes, Johnston, of Lou. Kane, Lioyd, Marks, Noble, 
Reed, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanfurd--16. 

NAYS-- Messrs. by Branch, Chase, Dickerson, Harper, 


King, Macon, Rowan, Smith, Tazewell, Van Buren, White, Wil- 
tiams, Woodbuty—:4. 


So the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

May 15. On motion of Mr. Ruggles, the commit- 
tee on claims were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill from the house, for the relief 
of James Monroe; and on the question of reference 
to the committee on foreign relations, it was decided 
in the negative by the casting vote of the chair—ayes 


[This bill wants only the signature of the president 
to become a law. ] 
And then the senate adjourne’: 


May 16. On motion of Mr. Hendricks it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be prepared and laid before the senate, at the com- 
mencement of the next session of congress, a statement, showing 
the sums annually paid since the declaration of independence, 
for purchasing froin the Indians, surveying. and selling, the pub- 
lic lands; showing, as near as may be, the quantities of land 
which have been purchased; the number of acres which have been 
surveyed; the number sold; and the number which remain un- 
suld; the amount of sales and of forfewures; the sums paid by 
purchasers, and the sums due from purchasers, in each land dis- 
trict, keeping iv separate columns or tables, as far as practicable, 
the statements from every state and territory in which there are 
public lands. 


On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate then took up 
the bill to graduate the price of the public lands. 

Mr. Benton rose and delivered his views at large in 
support of the bill, ia aspeech of two hours. 

Mr. Barton offered afew remarks ia relation to the 
reserved salt springs and lead mines, and then ex- 
pressing his intention to avoid entering, at present, 
into the discussion of the principles coutained in the 
bill, he moved to lav it on the table; which motion 
prevailed. 

The bill was laid on the table accordingly. 

Several bills were passed, and others ordered to 4 
bag? reading. 








May 17, After other business of 9 local nature—. 
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On motion of Mr. Harrison, the senate took up the) tractor was dead, or had run away. The lottery in 
bill giving further yoty, ager ves to the officers com- | this bill would take 25 years to sell tickets enough to 


manding companies in t 
ed States. 

Messrs. Harrison and Smith severally spoke in sup- 
port of the bill; urging that the pay of the captains 
in the army was much less, in proportion to the duty 
performed, than that of any other grade. Of late, ad- 
ditional duties had been imposed on them, of a most 
Jaborious character, and it was just, considering all 
the circumstances of the case, to allow them an addi- 
tional compensation. 

Mr. Chandler observed, that this bill would produce 
much discussion, for which there was now no time, 
and, therefore, moved to lay iton the table; which 
was carried—ayes 14, noes 13. 

The senate then took up the bill “to provide for 
erecting a penitentiary in the District of Columbia, 
and for other purposes.” 

Considerable debate ensued on this bill, which was 
supported by Messrs. Eaton, Chambers, Rowan, and 
Woodbury, and opposed by Messrs. Randolph, Holmes, 
Chandler, Hayne, and Macon. 

Mr. Randolph moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which was decided in the negative—ayes 10, noes 18. 

Mr. Chandler then moved to strike outall that part 
which has reference to a penitentiary. The motion 
did not prevail. — 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill to 
a third reading, and was decided in the affirmative, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Bouligny, Chambers, Chase, Dickerson, 
Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hendricks, Johnston, of Lou. 
Kane, Lloyd, Marks, Noble, Pickins, Kowan, Ruggles, Santord, 
Smith, White, Wvodbury~22. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Branch, Chandler, Harper, Hayne, 
Holmes, Macon, Randolph, Robbins, Tazewell, Williams—11. 


The senate then took up the bill to extend the 
width of the Washington canal. 

After debate, the bill was Jaid on the table, for the 
present. The bill for the relief of William D. Erwing 
wasread a third time and passed, after debate. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, by Mr. John Adams, jr. communicating 
sundry Indian treaties, ratified during the present ses- 
sion of congress, (amounting to about thirty treaties 
with different tribes. ) 

The message was read. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate then proceed- 
ed to the consideration of confidential business, and, 
after a short time spent with closed doors, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, May 11. A bill authorizing the corpora- 
tion of Georgetown to erect a bridge over the river 
Potomac, within the District of Columbia, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. Powell offered several amendments to the bill, 
some of which were concurred in by the commit- 
tee. 

On a motion made by Mr. Webster, to strike out the 
fourth section, which authorizes the corporation of 
Georgetown to raise $80,000, by lottery, for the erec- 
tion of the bridge, a debate arose, in which Messrs. 
iVebster, Weems, Thompson, of Penn. Cook, Wickliffe, 
Powell, Dorsey, and Mercer, took part. 


Mr. Webster objected, not to the object of the bill, 
but to the mode of raising the money. He remark- 
ed with severity on the principle and results of raising 
money by lotteries; appealed to the experience of 
Great Britain, where, after long existing as a branch 
of finance, the experience of their bad policy and in- 
jurious tendency had caused them to be abandoned 
as a branch of the public finance. The experience 
of this city, on the subject was admonitory. A large 
lottery had produced an empty, unfinished building; 
the prizes had never been paid, and the corporation 


e military service of the Unit- | raise the requisite sum. 


Mr. Cook appealed to his own experience as a les- 
son of the same evil. 

Mr. Wickliffe went into a calculation to show to 
what an extent the community was taxed. A certain 
‘splendid scheme” raised, at the rate the tickets sold, 
$800,000; the prizes amounted to $400,000; of which 
last amount 15 per cent. only went to the benevolent 
or beneficial object. What became of the balance of 
$400,000, he could not tell. 


The evil nature of lotteries was admitted by the 
gentlemen who took the opposite side, but they in- 
sisted that the evil already existed—the city was in- 
undated with lottery tickets from Virginia and Mary- 
land—nothing could prevent the propensity of men 
to engage in this species of adventure. The bill only 
substituted tickets for the benefit of the District in 
the place of tickets for the benefit of other places: 
the bil] must fail if this section should be stricken out. 
The corporation of Georgetown were unable to build 
the bridge—it was greatly needed, and would help to 
revive the sinking business of that place. Similar 
privileges had been granted to Washington and Alex- 
andria. The corporation was made liable for the 
prizes, &c. 


The question was then taken on striking out the 4th 
section, and carried, ayes 90, noes 24. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill, as 
amended, when, 

On motion of Mr. Powell, it was laid, with the 
amendments, on the table. 

Mr. Taylor, of Va. moved to take up the report 
made some time since by the committee on agricul- 
ture, relative to the raising of silk worms, and the 
following resolution, with which the report concludes, 
was agreed to. 
Resoived,. That the secretary of the treasury cause to be prepar- 
ed a well-digested manual, containing the best practical informa- 
tion that can be collected, on the age: and manufacture of silk, 
adapted to the different parts of the union, containing such facts 
and observations in relation to the growth and manufacture of silk 
in other countries as may be useful and interesting, that the 
same be laid before congress at the commencement of the next 
se3310D. 

The speaker laid before the house the following com- 
munication from the secretary of state; which was 
ordered to be laid on the table, and printed: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 11th May, 1826. 
The secretary of state has the honor, in pursuance 
of theact of congress of the 2d March, 1819, entit- 
led, “‘an act regulating passage ships and vessels,”” 
to submit to the house of representatives the accom- 
panying statement, which contains aj] the particulars 
required of this department by the Jaw referred to, 
for the period embraced in the statement, commencing 
with the fourth quarter of 1824, and ending with the 
third quarter of 1825- 
Respectfully submitted, H. CLAY. 
From an inspection of the statement referred to 
in the above report of the secretary of state, it ap- 
ears, 
. Thatin the 4th quarter of 1824, there arrived in 
the United States, malesand females, 2,120 


In the Ist quarter of 1825, 1,024 
In the 2d quarter, es 4,339 
In the 3d quarter, os 4,875 





Total emigrants tothe U.S. inone year, 12,361 
Friday, May 12. Mr. Webster, from the committee 

on the judiciary, made the following report:— 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the message from the senate, declining the con- 
ference which has been asked by the house on the 
subject of the disagreeing votes of the two houses, 





denied that they were bound to pay them; the con- 


{ on the amendment proposed by the senate to the 
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bill to amend the judicial system of the United 

States, have hadthe same under consideration, and 

now report: 

The committee cannot but think it matter of deep 
regret, that a measure, acknowledged to be of great 

ublic importance, should be lost by any final disa- 
greement of the two houses, on its particular provi- 
sions; and they esteem it just ground of satisfaction, 
that the house, on this occasion, has not failed to ap- 
ply itselfto every measure which principle or usage 
sanctions, in order to bring about an ultimate concur- 
rence in opinion between itself and the senate. The 
circumstances of the case may require a brief narra- 
tion of the progress of the bill, and of the amend- 
ment, and a short view of the points of difference 
existing between the two houses. 

The house passed the bill on the 26th of January, 
and sent it to the senate. On the 15th of April, it 
was informed that the senate had passed it with an 
amendment. The house, on the 28th day of April, 
disagreed to this amendment; and on the third day 
of May, the senate adhered to its amendment without 
having asked any conference on the subject. On the 
Sth day of May, the house itself asked a conference 
with the senate, on the subject of the disagreeing 
votes; and this»conference the senate has now de- 
clined. It cannot be denied, that the senate has a 
right to rejuse such conference; but the committee 
think it equally clear, that such is not the usyal and 
ordinary mode of proceeding, in cases of this kind. 
Indeed, the committee do not learn, that any instance 
has before occurred in the history of the govern- 
ment, in which a conference, rgquested by one house, 
has been declined by the other. This is believed by 
them, to be the first example of such refusal; and 
although the committee would not recommend that 
the public interest should be postponed, to any con- 
sideration of matters of form or ceremony in the in- 
tercourse of the two houses of congress, yet they do 
not think that the practice of free conference, on oc- 
casions of difference, or other proper occasions, is 
mere matter of form. They regard such conferences, 
on the contrary, as the established and long approved 
mode of conducting the mutual intercourse of the two 
houses; they are impressed with the belief, that it 
might Jead to. inconvenient and unforeseen conse- 
quences, either to départ from the practice altogether, 
or to abridge it or to refuse itin cases in which it has 
heretofore been ordinarily resorted to. 

Although it is still in the power of the house to agree 
to the amendments of the senate, yet the commit- 
tee are of opinion, that if there be substantial objec- 
tions to those amendments, the house onght not to as- 
sent to them merely be®ause the other house has not 
only adhered to its amendment without having asked 


the usual conference, but has also declined the con- | 


ference, when asked by the house of representatives. 
It ought not to be, and cannot be, the effect of sucha 
proceeding, to place the responsibility of losing the 
measure on the house. That responsibility, in the 
opinion of the committee, necessarily attaches itself 
wherever there has been a departure from those ac- 
customed and approved modes of proceeding, which 
have been established for the purpose of bringing the 
houses to a concurrence in cases of disagreeing votes. 

And the committee think that there are substantial 
objections to the amendments proposed by the se- 
nate; and, in order to present the questions fully to 
the house, they deem it necessary to state, shortly, 
what the original bill was, and what are the amend- 
ments proposed. 

The original bill, as it passed this house, consisted 
of three sections— 

By the first, it was declared, that three additional 
associate justices of the supreme court should be ap- 
pointed, with like powers and duties as the cther asseciate 
justices of that courts, 


oe — 2, 


|. The second section provided, that the seventh judi- 
cial circuit should hereafter consist of the districts of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; that Kentucky and Mis- 
souri should form an eighth circuit; Tennessee and 
Alabama a@.ninth; and Louisiana and Mississippi 3 
tenth; and the same section then proceeded to declare, 
that the judge now alloted to the seventh circuit, 
(how-composed of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio.) 
should, until the next term of the supreme court, and 
until a new allotment should be made, be assigned to 
the eighth circuit, (tobe composed of Kentucky and 
Missouri), and that the three new justices should be 
assigned by the president, to the seventh, ninth, and 
tenth circuits, until the next term of the supreme 
court, and when it was made the duty of the judges 
to allot themselves to the several circuits, and make 
record thereof according to law, as in other cases. 
The third section repealed all such laws as vested 
circuit court powers in the several district courts, and 
enacted that the circuit courts, in such districts, 
should be holden by the justice of the supreme court 
allotted to the circuit, and the district judge of the 
district, at the times and places now established by 
law for district courts therein, exercising the juris- 
diction of district courts. The committee need hard- 
ly remind the house, that the judges of the supreme 
court are appointed and commissioned as judges of 
that court only, and have no other appointment or 
commission whatever. The new appointed judges 
are of course, by the first section of the bill, to pos- 
sess the like powers and duties as the other judges: that is 
they are to be appointed justices of the supreme court, 
and nothing more. . | 
The house also needs not to be informed, that by 
the act of April, 1802, it was provided, that on every 
appointment of a judge of the supreme court, the 
judges should allot themselves among the circuits, as 
they should see fit, and enter such allotment on re- 
cord; and on the appointment of a judge, the presi- 
dent was authorized to make the allotments, which 
should be binding until the next session of the court, 
or until the court should make a new allotment. 
These provisions apply to the court, and to all vacan- 
cies occurring, as it was constituted by that act. 
The present bill, as it passed this house, applied the 
same provision to the judges about to be appointed. 
They were to be appointed as justices of the supreme 
court; they were to be allotted by the president until 
the meeting of the court. when a new allotment was 
to be made and recorded. All this, the committee 
trust, is plain and intelligible; and it is according to 
the constitution and standing laws. The amendment 
of the senate is as follows: 
‘Strike out the second section, and, in lieu thereof, 
insert the following: 
“That the seventh judicial circuit of the United 
| States shall hereafter consist of the districts of Ohio 
and Kentucky; and that the districts of Indiana, *Tlli- 
nois, and Missouri, shall form the eighth circuit; the 
districts of Tennessee and Alabama shall form the 

‘ninth circuit; and the districts of Mississippi and 
Louisiana shall form the tenth circuit: and the jus- 
tice of the supreme court, appointed for each of said 
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth circuits, shall reside 
therein.” 

This amendment consists of two distinct parts, 
‘and itis necessary to state them separately. 

The first proposes a new arrangement of the dis- 
_tricts into circuits; the material change, in this res- 
| pect, being this: By the bill, as it passed the house, 
Kentucky and Missouri formed a circuit, and Ohio, 
Iiinois and Indiana, another cireuit; and by the 
amendment adopted in thesenate, Kentucky and Ohio 
form a circuit, and Judiana, Illinois, and Missouri, a 
circuil. 

The committee cannot but regard this changs as 
ivery important and material. It ought not, in their 
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judgment, to be regarded as a mere matter of detail, 
because it bears directly and strongly on the leading 
and essential objects of the whole bill. The great 
reason urged in the house for the passage of the bill, 
was the accumulation of the circuit business in the 
western states. To the removal of this evil, there- 
fore, the main provisions of the bill were, as they 
ought to have been, directly aimed. Accordingly, in’ 
arranging the districts into circuits, it was an object 
to place the larger states in different circuits, so that 
no' one circuit should be overloaded with business. 
In executing this purpose, and for no other purpose, 
Kentucky and Ohio, much the largest states, and hav- 
ing much the greatest accumulation of causes, were 
thrown into different circuits. 

It did not occur to any single individual of this 
committee, in preparing the bill, that these two states 
ought to be united, or could properly be united in the 
same cireuit, nor did any member of the house make 
any suggestion to that effect, during the long me that 
the bill was under discussion here. It is a fact that 
cannot, as the committee believe, be disputed, that 
the two states of Kentucky and Ohio, contain more 
than a majority of the people of all the western states, 
and much more than half of ail the judicial business 
in the U. States courts of these states. By the pro- 
visions of the bill there are to be four western cir- 
cuits; and yet, if the senate’s amendment be adopt- 
ed, this single circuit will comprehend more people, 
and more business, than all the three others, if put 
together. Kentucky and Ohio are represented on the 
floor of this house by twenty-six representatives, and 
it is stated to the committee, that there are twelve 
hundred suits brought in the circuit courts, in those 
states, a year. In the seven Giner western states, in- 
cluding Tennessee, there are but twenty-one repre- 
sentatives, and there are stated to be eight hundred 
and fifty suits brought in a year. Nine of these re- 
presentatives are from Tennessee, and five hundred of 
the suits are in the circuit court in that state. From 
Indiana, UJinois and Missouri, there are but five re- 

resentatives, and at the utmost, not more than one 
undred and sixty suits brought in a year. 

Now, when it is remembered that the main argu- 
ment for passing the bill, and for creating so great a 
number of new judges as three, was, that no less 
number would be sufficient, in order to a proper dis- 
charge of the circuit business of the western states, 
it seems extremely difficult to admit the propriety of 
an amendment which throws more than half of that 
business on a single judge. The committee, indeed, 
are constrained to say, that if it be true, that the cir- 
cuit business of Kentucky and Ohio can be properly 
discharged, by one judge, there is, in their Fi om 
no ground on which so large an increase of the num- 
ber of judges as the bill proposes, can be justified. 

if such grounds do exist, the committee cannot but 
regret that they have not been made known, or ex- 
plained to the house. 

The committee now advert to the second branch 
of the senate’s amendment. By this it is provided 
“that the justice appointed for each of said seventh, 
eighth, ninth and tenth circuits, shall reside therein.” 
Now the committee would observe, in the first place, 
that the bill provides for three, not four, new judges; 
se judge for the eighth circuit being already on the 

ench. 
_ And, in the second'place, they would remark, that 
neither by this act, nor by any other law, can judges 
de appointed for these eircuits, or for any circuit. There 
is no such thing known to our laws as appointing a 
judge for a particular circuit. The committee has alrea- 
dy stated that the judges are appointed only as justices 
of the supreme court; and that legal provisions are 
made for their allotments to the circuits from time to 
time. This part of the amendment, if it could have 


—_— 


ate an entire anomaly, and an inequality among the 


judges on the same bench, which the committee sup- 


ose it could not have been intended to introduce.— 
he bill, as amended, seems to the committee incon- 
gruous and inconsistent. The first section provides 
that the new judges shall possess the same powers 
and duties as the existing judges; but this amend- 
ment supposes that the new judges are to be appointed 


judges for particular circuits; which would be givin 


other and different powers, and imposing other and 
different duties, than pertain to the existing judges. 
Nor is this all. While the amendment of the senato 
proposes to strike out the whole of the second section 
of the original bill, it does not seem to provide any 
substitute for all that it thus strikes out. 
It makes no provision for allotting the judges to.the 
circuits; and the committee do not at present see how 
any circuit courts could lawfully be halden by these 
judges, if the bill should pass. ! 

These objections to the amendments of the senate, 
the house will observe, do not respect the residence 
of the new judges within their circuits, as is propos- 
ed by the senate.—The committee do not think that 
provision a useful amendment of the bill; and, indeed, 
it might be, in their opinion, in some measure impra- 
per to make such a provision, as applicable to some 
judges, while it is not applicable to others. This 
particular point, however, is not one on which, if 
there were no other objections, the committee would 
put the fate of the bill. 

Upon the whole, the committee feel obliged to re-: 
commend to the house the adoption of the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the house do adhere to its disagreement to the 
amendment of the senate to the bill entitled “An act further to 
amend the judicial system of the United States.” 


A number of private or local bills were variously 
disposed of. 

Mr. Storrs, from the committee on naval affairs, re- 
ported a bill ‘supplementary to an act for the gradual 
increase of the navy of the United States;” which 
was twice read, and ordered to be engrossed for its: 
third reading—ayes 79, noes 41. 

[This bill proposes to authorize the purchase of a 
vessel of the frigate class, if deemed advantageous 
to the public interest } 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill ‘‘for the relief of James Monroe;” which is as 
follows: 

“Be it enacted, &c. That the secretary of the trea- 
sury be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to 
cause to be paid to James Monroe, out of any unap- 
propriated moneys in the treasury, the sum of fifteen 
thousand five hundred and thirty-three dollars and 
thirty-five cents, with interest from the third day of 
December, eighteen hundred and ten, until paid.” 

Messrs Saunders, Sloane and Whittlesey opposed 
certain items in the amount, and Messrs. Tomlinson 
and Ingham defended them. 

Mr. Mercer, of Va. advocated, with great warmth, 
the whole bill, replying, at length, to the objections, 
and strongly urging the justice of the claim. He eu- 
logised the character of Mr. Monroe, and insisted on 
the value and importance of his diplomatic services. 

The question was then taken on striking out the al- 
lowance of interest, and decided in the affirmative, 
by yeas dnd nays—yeas 90, nays 73. 

After other proceedings—the bill was ordered to a 
third reading, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, of N. ¥. Addams, of Pa. Anderson, Bad- 


ger, Bartley, Barbour, Va. Barney, Brent, Brown, Bryan, Buckuer, 
oo. Cambreleng, Cary, Cassedy, Condie’, Conner, Crownin. 
shic 

Findlay, of Pa. Fosdick, Garrison, Govan, Gurley, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hayden, Hemphill, Henry, Hines, Hubave, 
Holmes, Humphrey, Ingersoll, lugham, Isacks, Jennings, of Indi- 
ana, Francis Johnson, Kidder, Lawrence, Lecompteé, Littie, Living- 
ston, Locke, Mangum, Muarabie, Markell, Markley, Maron, Marvin, 
o: N Y¥. Maiocks, MeCoy, MeDuffie, McLane, of Dei. McLean, 





any effect, would, ag it seems tothe committee, cre- 


of Ohiw, Meech, Mercer, Merwin, ot Con. Miller, of N. Y, Miller, 
of Pa. Miner, Jas. S. Mitchell, John Mitchell, Newton, O'Brien, 


d, Wavenport, Dorsey, Kastan, Edwards, of Pa. Everett, 
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Orr, Owen, Pearce, Peter, Plumer, Powell, Reed, Ross, Sa Sill 
Stevenson, of Pa. Stewart, Strong, Swan, Taliaferro, Terie, ‘ot 


Va. Thompson, of Pen. Tomlinson, ‘Trezvant, Tucker, of N. J. 
ae Verplanck, Wales, Weems, vibipple, White, Whitte- 
more, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wolf, Wood, New York, Worth 


ee 7 Wurts—103. 
AYS—Messrs; Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Tenn. Allen, 
of Mass. Alston, Angel, Archer, Armstrong, Bassett, Baylies, 
Beecher, Biair, Boone, Campbell, Carter, Claiborne, Clarke, Cocke, 
Crump, Deitz, Drayton, wards, of N. C. Findlay, of Ohio, 
Harvey, Haynes, Healy, Houston, Johnson, of N. Y. Johnson, of 
Va. Kellogg, Kremer Letcher, Lincoln, Long, Martindale, McKean, 
McManus, McNeill, Merriwether, Metcalte, Mitchell, of Tenn. 
Moore, of Ky. Phelps, Polk, Rives, Saunders, Sawyer, Sloane, 
Test, Lhom | of Geo. Thompson, of Ohio, Tucker, of S. C. 
Vance, Ward, Wilson, of 8, C. Wilson, of Ohio, Wright, Young—57. 
At the suggestion of Mr. McLane, the house agreed, 


63 to 48, to hold an evening session to pass through 
the list of private bills— 


The house met pth p, Sh at 6 o’clock, and about 


twenty bills were passed through the different stages 
of business, or otherwise disposed of—al! which will 
be sufficiently noticed hereafter for general purposes. 

Saturday, May 13. Mr. Miner, of Pennsylvania, 
offered the following resolutions, which he desired 
should lay on the table for consideration: . 

Resolved, As the opinion of this house, that it is worthy of in- 

uiry, whether the agricultural, commercial, and manufacturing 
futerests of the District of Columbia, would not be promoted by 
the substitution of a tree white population, in the place of that 
portion of a different description now existing therem; inasmuch 
ms it would lead to the purchase and cultivation of the waste 
lands, converting barren fields into fruitful gardens, promote en- 
terprize, and useful improvements, and greatly enhance the value 
of roperty, in and near the seat of the general ernment. 
solved, That, considering the number of valuable lives, and 
the great interests, concentrated in this district, it is worthy the 
distinct consideration of patriots and statesmen, whether those 
lives and interests ought not to be surrounded bya free white po- 
puiation, interested in the goverment, connecting society tbroagh- 
out all its ramifications, and binding it by the sympathies of a 
common interest; substituting, tor the present substratum of so- 
ciety, a baud of freemen—an efficient and patriotie militia, the 
wilhvg, prompt, and able defenders of their government and coun- 
try, doing away the necessity for having here a standing military 
turce, so dangerous to liberty, and which must, otherwise, be in- 
creased with the increasing evil. e 

Resolved, That it is worthy of inquiry, whether the domestic 
slave trade, as concentrated and carried on trom this district, not 
gxowing out of property owned within the district, or connected 
with the interests of persons here on public service, (the public 

risons, and persons employed therein, being extensively occupied 
1p such traffic), be not an evil which requires Icgisiative interposi- 
tion to remedy. ‘ 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the District of ‘Columbia, being placed under the 
exclusive legislation of the congress of the United States, ought 
exhibit to the nation, and to the world, the purest specimen of 
government, vindicating the superior excellence of tree :nstitu- 
twons—that, as we are bere establishing a city intended as the per- 
petual capital of a great republic, it is due to ourselves and to 
posterity, that the foundations thereof be laid in wisdom, and that 
yo fundamental evils in the structure of its policy be permitted to 
take root, which might become inveterate, by time, but which a 
prudent and timely policy may eradicate. — ee 

Be it therefore resolved, ‘Lheat the committee on the District of 
Columbia do take the sulyjects, herein referred to, into considera- 
tion, and, if they shall, after full inquiry, be of opinion that the 
public interest would be promoted thereby, report a bill tor the 
graducl abolition of siavery in the District of Columbia, and such 
restrictions upoy the slave trade, therein, as shall be just and proper. 


The question on considering these resolutions being 
put, i, was negatived by an apparently large majority. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the department of war, containing the informa- 
tion called for by the house, on the 24th ultimo, in 
relation to the probable cost, per mile, of making the 
road on each of the routes, lately examined, from 
Washington to New Orleans; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. Trimble moved to discharge the committee of 
the whole from the further consideration of the bill 
to provide for the restoration of deserters from fo- 
reign vessels within the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

The motion prevailed, and the bill was then read a 
third time; and, after afew words of explanation by 
Mr. Trimble, Mr. Hoffman moved that it be laid on 
the table. The motion did not prevail. 

Mr. Trimble further explained; when the motion 
tolay on the table, was renewed by Mr. Verplanck, of 
N. ¥. and carried, 

The bill supplementary to an act, for the gradual 





a -_— 


increase of the navy of the United States, was read 
a third time, passed, and sent to thesenate. - 
Mr. Carson, of N. C. offered the following: 
Resolved, ‘That the secre of war be instructed to cause 2 
reconnoissance to be made of the most direct practicable route fox 
the location of the contemplated national road leading from the 
city of Washington to New Orleans, aod the result of such recon- 


noissance to be reported to this house at the next session of con- 
gress. 


This resolution lies one day. 

The bill for the relief of John Peters and Salina 
Pond was rejected; — 

Mr. Wood, of New York, from the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two houses, 
on tbe bill for the relief of James Gibson and James 
Kay, made a report, recommending, that; in conse- 
quence of peculiar circumstances and severe: hard- 
ships endured by said individuals, as communicated 
by the persona) knowledge of senators, that the house 
of representatives recede from their amendments to 
the said bill; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. : , 

A number of private bills were ordered to a third 
reading, or passed. Sit : 

Mr. Brent moved to go into committee of the whole 
on the bill to confirm land claims founded on cultiva- 
tion and habitation, between the Rio Hondo and the 
Salina river. Negatived—ayes 52, noes 75. 

Among the bills considered this day was one to re- 
mit the duties on certain vessels and vestments pre- 
sented to the Roman Catholie church of Kentucky. 

It was opposed by Mr. .4llen, of Massachusetts, on 
the ground that it was equivalent to the grant of mo- 
ney to a particular religious society; and formed a 
precedent which might be taken advantage of here- 
after, to violate a fundamental principle of the con- 
stitution. 

Mr. McLane of Del. replied, and quoted precedents 
to show that it has been the uniform practice of the 

overnment to remit the duties on articles imported 
or the benefit of corporations, both civil and eccle- 
siastical: such as statues, paintings, mineral speci- 
mens, and philosophical apparatus, bibles, stereotype 
dible, plates, &c. 

Mr. flien demanded the yeas and nays, but they 
were refused by the house; and the bill was ordered 
toa third reading. 

Mr. Stewart moved to postpone the orders of the 
day preceding the bill for the preservation and re- 
pair of the Cumberland road; the motion was nega- 
tived, ayes 49, noes 82. 

Mr. Newton made a similar motion with respect 
to the bill for the survey of certain harbors. It was 
negatived, ayes 54, noes 78. 

Mr. Hemphill moved the house to resolve itself inte 
a committee of the whole on the bill te authorize a 
subscription tothe stock inthe Delaware and Rari- 
ton canal company; which was negatived. 

Mr. Polk moved to adjourn. Ayes, 81, noes 60. 

The house then adjourned. 

Monday, May 15, A great deal of minor business 
was disposed of this day. Many bills were ordered 
to a third reading or passed. 

Mr. Baylies, from the select committee on the post 
at Columbia river, and the survey of the North-west 
coast, made a further report on the subject; which 
was referred to a committee of the whole. 

Mr. Beecher, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, made the following report. 

The committee on roads and canals, which was 
instructed, by resolution of the house, of the 16th 
January last, ‘to inquire jnto the expediency of 
authorizing the survey and location of a road from 
the eastern termination of the Black Swamp road, 
in Ohio, to intersect the Cumberland road at or 
near Washington, Penn.” Also, by. resolution of 
the house, on -the 26th April last, “to enquire 
into the expediency of providing for the survey of 
a national road from Pittsburgh, in Penn, by way 
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ef Beavertown, New Lisbon, Canton and Wooster, 
to the eastern termination of the,United States’ road, 
from the rapids of the Miami of lake Erie, to the 
western boundary of the Connecticut western re- 
serve, in the state of Ohio,” report: : 
The committee are satisfied that a road opening a 
direct communication from the seat of government 
and the cities of Baltimore and Philadelphia, to the 
north western territory, through the northern coun- 
ties, in the state of Ohio, connecting the Black Swamp | 
road with the Cumberland road, at Wheeling, in Vir- 
ginia, or at Washington, in Pennsylvania, or with the 
Pennsylvania road, at Pittsburg, would be a work 
highly important, not only in reference to the pros- 
perity of tirat part of Pennsylvania and Ohio through 
which it runs, and to the territory and cities men- 
tioned, but in reference to the facilities such a com- 
munication would afford the United States in the dif- 
fusion of information, and im the transportation de- 
manded by the public exigencies. Such aroad would 
be, in a great degree, a national one. its utility is 
fully set forth in Jetters addressed to the committee, 
on the first resolution, by the honorable John C. 
Wright, and on the second, by the honorable John 
Sloane, both members of the house of representa- 
tives; these letters being annexed hereto, the com- 


The committee are of opinion, thata road on some 
one of the routes mentioned, would be of national im- 
portance, in a commercial and military point of view, 
and necessary for the transportation of the public 
mail; but as the power to survey and locate such roads, 
wagjvested in the president, by the “‘act to procure 
the necessary surveys, plans, and estimates upon the 
subject of roads and canals,” passed the 30th of 
April, 1824; it is not deemed necessary to propose 
any special acton the subject at this time. The com- 
mittee propose that the said resolution, &c. be refer- 
red to the president, and recommended to his favor- 


able consideration. 

The report was referred to « committee of the 
whole and order:d to be printed. _ 

Mr. Stewart, from the same committee, made a re- 
port on the expediency of making a survey of a ca- 
nal route, from Taunton to Weymouth, in Massa- 
chusetts, for the purpose of ascertaining the practi- 
cability of uniting the waters of Boston harbor, and 
Narraganset bay; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Stewart, from the same committee, made a re- 
port on the subject of a canal route rouad the Mus- 
cle Shoals; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Bvereit, from the committee on the library, re- 


ported the following resolution: ' 
“Resolved, That the speaker of this house be authorized to en- 
gage with Gilbert Stewart to paint a portrait of general Washing- 
ton, of the same size as the portrait of general Latayette, provid- 
ed that the cost of the same shall nut exceed one thousand five 
hundred dollars.” 
The resolution was agreed to—ayes 73, noes 34. 
Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, offered the following: 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested | 
to procure and lay betore this house, at the beginning of tne next 
session, a return af all the commitments, recognizances tu answer 
tor offences, informations, indictments, trials, convictions, acquit- 
tals, discharges for want of proseeution, that have been had in the 
several courts of the United States, since the said courts were se- 
verally orgawized; with the number of e<ecutions under such con- 
victions, and designating the judgment given in each case; aud 
the pardons, noll: prosequi, or discharge:, betore trial entered by 
the attorneys of the United States, disting 1ishing those entered b 
command of the president, from those moved for without su 
authority. In all cases giving the particular dates; and specifying 
the offence, and in all cases of crimes, as distinguished trom mis 
demeanors; the age and place of oem | of the convict. And 
that the president be also requested to lay betore the house as 
sforesaid, an account of the expense of removing, keeping, and 
employing prisoners before trial, and convicts after sentence, in 
each year since the organization of the said courts. ‘The said ac- 
counts and returns to be made, so as to distinguish each district, 
embracing the District of Columbia, and that the said accounts 
and returns be made out in such uniform cabular form as the 
president shall direct. And that the president be also requested 
to direct a like return of the annual amount if each district of 


and licensing ships and, vessels, designating the amount in each 
ease of the forfeiture that came to the treasury of the United 
States—and also the amount of fines for offences imposed in the 
said several courts, and the amount thereof, that bas been paid 
into the treasury; and the amount of costs paid by the United 
States, in the utions mentioned in this resolution. 
Resolved, That the president be requested to cause an annual 
report, made in conformity with the preceding resolutions, to be 
laid before this house in every session. ; i 
These resolutions lie one day for consideration. 
Mr. Livingston also offered the following: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to inform this house whether any en ment has been made 
with the government of Great Britain, in consequence of the re- 
solution of this house. of the 23d December, 1823, requesting that 


a —. should -be opened for the cessions of certain keys 
on the Babama Banks. 


Resolved, ‘That the president be requested to open a negotia- 


tion with the Spanish government for the cession of a proper 
situation for a light house, on one of the double headed Shot 


“e to be used solely for the _—— of such light house. 
hese resolutions lie one day on the table. 
y 


On motion of Mr. Webster, the house took up the 
subject of the bill to amend the judicial system of 
the United States. 

Mr. Webster then moved to recommit the bill, with 
the report of the committee to the judiciary commit- 
tee, for the purpose of bringing this single question to 
the view of the house, viz. Whether there is any 
thing in the amendment of the senate, which cannot 
be altered by subsequent legislation. Defective ar- 
rangement of the circuits may be cured by a subse- 

uent act: but, ifthe senate’s amendment enters into 
the appointment itself, it cannot be remedied by any 
subsequent legislation. Feeling a strong desire to 
save the bill if possible, Mr. W. by instruction of a 
majority of the judiciary committee, moved to re- 
commit the bill, with instructions to inquire “whe- 
ther there be any thing in the proposed amendment 
of the senate, which, if the bill should pass, might not 
be altered, if necessary, by a subsequent act.” 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, opposed the recommitment 
as unnecessary. The committee on the judiciary 
had long had the subjeet under consideration, and 
recently had made a report which embraces every 
point presented by the senate’s amendments. He 
saw no necessity for recommitting the bill, to inquire 
whether congress could alter or modify a law. None 
needed time to answer that question, &e. Mr. W. 
believed the recommitment to be wholly unnecessary. 

Further debate followed. Finally, the bill was 
laid upon the table to be cailed up at any time, at the 
will of a majority. 

The bill “for the relief, of the editors of the New 
York Daily Advertiser and New York American,” 
(remitting the duty on the importation of a power- 
printing press), was opposed by Mr. Forsyth, who 
moved its indefinite postponment. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 64, noes 48. 

And the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Newton moved to postpone all the orders of 
the day which precede the bill “to provide for im- 
proving eertain harbors and the navigation of certain 
rivers and creeks, and making surveys of certain 
bays, rivers,” &c. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 73, noes 45, 

And the house went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Basselt in the chair, on that bill. Extensive 
amendments were proposed; and a desultory debate 
arose on the details, between Messrs. Newton, Owen, 
Tomlinson, Wurts, and Reed. 

It was then ordered to its third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Stewart moved to postpone the orders of the 
day preceding the bill ‘‘for the preservation and re- 
pair of the Cumberjand road.” 

The motion prevailed—ayes 70, noes 45. 

The house accordingiy went into committee of the 
whole, Mr, Kellogg, of New York, in the chair, on 
that bill. 

After several motions, the blank was filled up with 
$45,000—-75 to 72; and some amendments were 
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ete 


mkt ae 
Pas 


at oe . 
ea 


ss 
ae 


“ Na an _ - 
= a? tahoe ~ 
y = ee ray « 


, eater 


“ 


= 


a eee ghar: 


var an celageee - 
a RO wt 


-- : 
_ ane 


; a . — , . 


; 
: 


po 


a 


— 


—~ = 


A 





214 NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 20, 1826—CONGRESS 





Lr 





Mr. Williams, to try the sense of the house, moved 
the indeficite postponement of the bill, 

Mr. Floyd. of Va. opposed the bill in a speech of 
considerable length, and demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion for postponement. They were order- 
ed by the house. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Ten. moved a recess till six o’clock. 
It was négatived. s 

Mr. Barney, of Md. then replied to Mr. Floyd and 
Mr. Floyd, rejoined. 

When the yeas and nays were called on the ques- 


tion of indefinite postponement, and are as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Ale ? of Virginia, Alexander, of Tenn. 
Angel. Archer, Badger, Barber, of Conn. Bassett, Brown, Carson, 
oer Clai Conner, Crump, Davenport, Eastman, Edwards, 
of.N. C. Floyd, Govan, Harvey, Hayden, Haynes, Healy, Hines, 


. Hoffman, Hugunin, Lineoln, Long, Markell, MeCoy, McNeill, 


Merriwether, Mitchell, of Tenn. O'Brien, Polk, ‘Valiaferro, Tatt- 
nall, Taylor. of Va. Thompson, of Geo. Treevant, Tueker, of 
S.C. Ward, Williams, Wilson, of S. C. Wood, of N. ¥.~42. 

NAYS—Messrs. Addams, of Penn. Alston, Anderson, Armstrong, 
Bartley, Barney, Beecher, Blair, Boon, Brent, Backner, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Cocke, Cook, Crowninshield, Davis, Dorsey, Drayton, 
Edwards, of Pa. Everett, Findlay, of Pennsylvania, Findlay, of 
Ohio, Fosdick, Garnsey, Gurley, Hamilton, Hasbrouck, Hemp- 
bill, Henry, Merrick, Holmes, Houston, Humphrey, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Jennings, of Indiana, Johnson, of N.Y. Johnson, of Va. 
James Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Kremer, Lawrence, Lecompte, 
Letcher, Little, Mallary, Marable, Markley, Martindale, Martin, 
Mattocks, McDuffie. McLean, of Ohio, Meech, Mercer, Merwin, 
of Coun. Metcalfe, Miller, of N. ¥. Miller, of Pa. Miver, James S, 
Mitchell, John Mitchell, Mitchell of Md. Moore, of Kentucky, 
Moore, of Alab. Newton, Orr, Owen, Pearce, Peter, Plumer, 
Reed, Ross, Sands, Sawyer, Scott, Sloane, Smith, Sprague, Steven- 
eon, of Pa. Stewart, Strong, Swan, Test, Thompson, of Penn, 
Thompson, of Ohio, Tomlinson, Tucker, of New Jersey, Van 
Horne, Vanee, Verplanck, Vinton, Webster, Weems, Whipple, 
White, Whittemore, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wolf, Woods, of Ohio, 
Worthington, Wright, Wurts, Young—109, 

So the house refused indefinitely to postpone the 
bill, 

On motion of Mr. Carter, of South Carolina, the 
house then adjourned, 

Tuesday, May 16. Mr. Forsyth made a report on a 
resolution, instructing the committee on foreign af- 
fairs to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the liquidation of the claim of the heirs of the baron 
de Beaumarchais, in any future adjustment of the 
claim of citizens of the United States against the 
French government; which was ordered to lie upon 
the table. 

Mr. Stewart, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, made a report on a resolution, instructing that 
committee to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing the president of the United States to cause the 
board of engineers to make an accurate survey, from 
the city of Pittsburg to Lake Erie, by thevalley of the 
Alleghany river to the mouth of French creek, thence, 
ascending the valley of the same, by the most prac- 
ticable route for a canal, to the summit level, and 
thence to the harbor of Presque Isle; which was or- 


dered to lie upon the table, and to be printed. 


Mr. Stewart, from the same committee, made a re- 
port on a resolution of the house, instructing the com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of making a 
canal communication between the waters of the Ten- 
pessee river and shore of the Coosa, within the limits 
of the Cherokee nation. 


Mr. Bradley, from the committee on weights and 
measures, offered a joint resolution, which, with his 
remarks on the subject, shall be inserted hereafter. 
It was read, and referred to a committee of the 
whole. | 

Mr. Alston, from the committee raised on the 22d 
of December last, to inquire into the expediency of 
altering the election laws of the several states, so as 
to provide that no election shall take place for mem- 
bers of the house of representatives until the term of 
service for which they have been elected has expired, 
reported that it would be inexpedient, at this time, to 
pass any Jaw changing the election lawsof any of the 
states; which report was ordered to lie upon the ta- 


ble. 


The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolutions offered yesterday, by Mr. Livingston, of 
Louisiana, viz. | iy. : 

The first was agreed to—but the second and the 
third were rejected. 

{tn respect to the second— 

_ Mr. Forsyth objected to it on principle, as interfer- 
ing with the rights and duties of the executive de- 
partment, and referred to the arguments onthe late 
Panama debate, against even an expression of opin- 
ion by the house on a subject of diplomacy. He 
stated it as his opinion, that the house ought to act 
only in restraining, and never in urging, the execu- 
tive, on subjects connected with the foreign relations 
of the country. Mr. F. referred incidentally, to some 
statements in one of the New York papers, in rela- 
, tion to sentiments advanced by him in debate, which 
he denounced as false and calumnious—orginating in 
a desire to injure him. 

Mr. Burges made a brief reply to the objections of 
Mr. Forsyth. In relation to his charges against the 
publications in the newspapers, Mr. B. suggested, that 
calumny was a price that must ever be paid for great- 
‘ness; and that no manhad ever been illustrious with- 
out being abused. 

Mr. Forsyth made his acknowledgments for the 
compliment, and said, if the gentleman would con- 
vince him that such was the reason, in the present 
case, of calumny, he should be greatly obliged to him. 

Mr. Letcher submitted the following resolution, pre- 
facing it with a declaration of his desire that the ju- 
diciary bill should be definitively disposed of; be- 
lieving, too, that the country expected of congress 
to act definitively on the subject at the present ses- 
sion: . 

_ Resolved, That the bill, entitled ‘an act further to amend the 
judiciary system of the United States,” with the amendments and’ 
the report, be again referred to the committee on the judiciary, 
with instructions to report to this house, whether there is any 


thing in the amendment of the senate which cannot be altered by 
ome subsequentact of legislation, if it be found expedient. 


The house agreed to consider this resolution by a 
vote of 81 to 65. 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out the whole of it after the words 
report, so as to make it a resolution to postpone the 
subject to the 22nd day of May, (the last day of the 
session, on which no bill can pass: and the motion, 
therefore, is equivalent to the rejection of it.) 

After remarks from several gentlemen, Mr, Wright 
accepted an amendment, proposed by Mr. Mangum, 
for the 22nd of May, because it appeared that the bil! 
might be passed on the last day of the session, as it 
then stood. 

After which, Mr. Letcher withdrew his motion, and 
the bill itself was taken up. A great deal of able, but 
rather desultory debate followed. We cannot even 
briefly sketch it. Thespeakers were Messrs. Steven- 
son, of Va. Forsyth, Wright, Webster, Mercer, Polk and 
Mangum. Mr. Mercer was twice called to order by 
Mr. Brent for some severe remarks that he made upon 
the senate. Many knoty questions of order occurred, 
in which the speaker acquitted himself much to the 
satisfaction of the house. At last, the bill was in- 


definitely postponed, (or rejected), as follows: 
Y¥EAS—Messrs. Addams, of Penn. Allen, of Mass. Alston, An- 
el, Archer,- Armstrong, Ashley, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley,. 
arber,. of Counecticut, Bassett, Beecher, Bradicy, Brown, Bur 
ges, Campbell, Carson, Cary, Condict, Conner, Crump, Deitz, 
Dwight, Eastnan Bdwards, of Pen Findlay, of Ohio, Forsyth, 
Fosdick, Garrison, Govan, Harris, Harvey, Hasbrouck, Hayden, 
Hemphill, Humphrey, Log-rsoll, Ingham, Johnson, of N. York, 
Jubusun, of Ve. Kellogg, Kremer, Lathrop, Lineoln, Long, Mal- 
lary, Manguin, Markell, Martindale, Marvin, of N. ¥, Mattocks, 
MeCoy, MeLean, of Ohio, McNeill, Meech, Mercer, Merwin, of 
Coun. Miller, of N. ¥, Miller, of Pen Miner, John Mitchell, New- 
ton, O’Brien, Orr, Piclps, Plumer, Powell, Rose, Ross, Sawyer, 
Sloane, Syrague. Stevenson, of Pen. Storrs, Strong, Swan, Tae 


Wales, W-ems, White, Whittemore, Whitdesey,; Williams, Wit- 
son, of S. C, Wilson, ef Ohio, Welf, Woods, of Obto, ‘W. ms 





Wurts—-29. 


liaterro, Tattnall, Taylor, ot Va. Thompson, of Geo. Thompson, - 
of Ohio, Tomlinson, Cuck xr, of S.C. Vance, Verplanck, Vinton, - 
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NAYS~—Messrs. Alexander, of Tenn. Anderson, Bailey, Badger, | 
Barbour, of Va. Barney, Baylies, Blair, Boon, Brent, Bryan, 
Buckner, Buricigh, Cambreleng, Carter, Claiborne, Clarke, Cocke, 
Cook, Crowninshield, Davis, venport, Dorsey, Drayton, 
wards, of N. C, Everett, Findlay, of Penn. Gurley, Hawilton, 
Haynes, Healy, Henry, Herrick, Hines, Hobart, Holm:s, Houston, 
Hugunin, Isacks, Jennings, of Ind. James Johnson, Francis John- 
son, Kidder, Lawrence, mpte, Leteher, Little, Livingston, 
Locke, Marable, Markley, Martin, McDuffie, McKee, McLane, of 
Del. McManus, Metcalic, James S. Mitchell, Mitchell, of Md. 
Mitchell, of Tenn Moore, of K«n. Moore, of Ala .. Owen, Pearce, 
Peter, Polk, Reed, Sands, Saunders, Scott, Sill, Smith, Steven- 
son, of Va. St. wart, Test, Tho:nson, of Pen. Trezvant, Trimble, 
Tucker, of N. J. Van Horne, Varnum, Ward, Webster, Whipple, 
Wickliffe, James Wilson, Wood, of N. Y. Worthington, Young 


Two or three bills were considered and passed, or 
ordered to a third reading. The house agreed 78 to 
68, to hold an evening session. 

” Evening, 5 o'clock. Several bills were considered 

and disposed of. After which the house, in com- 
mittee of the whole, took up the bill “making appro- 
priation to extinguish the Indian title to lands in the 
state of Indiana, and to acquire the right of survey- 
ing and locating a canal route through the great Mia- 
mi reservation.” 

To the last of these bills Mr. Cocke offered an 
amendment, the object of which was, after the en- 
acting clause, to strike out the residue of the bill, 
and insert the following: ‘The president of the U. 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to negotiate 
a treaty with the Miami or any other tribe of Indians, 
for the extinguishment of their titles to lands within 
the states of Indiana, North Carolina, Mississippi, 
and Ohio; and for the right of surveying and locating 
a canal through the lands which now are, or hereaf- 
ter may be, reserved by the Miamies, contiguous to 
the Wabash river, and with the Cherokee Indians, for 
the canal route to connect the waters of the Tennes- 
see, and Mobile, in the states of Georgia, Tennessee, 
and Alabama; and that the sum of $55,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated for the purposes 
aforesaid, out of any money in the treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. Cocke further moved to amend the title, so as 
to make it read: ‘A bill making an appropriation 
to extinguish the Indian title to lands in the states of 
indiana, North Carolina, Mississippi and Ohio, and to 
acquire the right of surveying and locating a canal 
contiguous to the Wabash river, and a canal route to 
connect the waters of Tennessee and Mobile rivers, 
in the states of Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama.” 


The committee then rose and was refused leave to 
sit again. The bill was then generally discussed 
Mr. Vinton went into a consideration of the general 
subject of our Indian relations. He represented the 
bills as forming part of a corrected system which he 
denominated *‘a popularity trap.”»> Mr. Vinton was 
here called to order by the chair. He concluded a 
speech of considerable extent; and was replied to by 
Mr. Jennings, of Ind. who stated facts te shew the 
present state of the Indians, and their willingness to 
remove. 

The other speakers were Messrs. Cocke, McCoy, 
Forsyth, Powell, Carson, Connor, Webster, Test and 
Mitchell, of Ten. At about 9 o’clock, it appeared that 
a quorum was not present, and then the house ad- 
journed, without deciding on the bill. 


Wednesday, May 17. Many bills were reported, or 
otherwise acted upon, as will appear in their pro- 
gress, so far as they shall again be found in the pro- 
ceedings of the house. 

Mr. Burges, of Rnode Island, moved to discharge 
the committee of the whole from the further con- 
smieration of the joint resolution, reported some days 
since by the committee on military pensions, rela- 
tive toa more equitable construction of the laws of 
1818 and 1820, granting pensions for revolutionary 


After much debate—it was proposed to lay the bill 
on the table—by yeas andnays. Yeas 72, nays 84— 


Ed- | Out a second attempt was successful—yeas 78, nays 


TT. 


[This result was produced by the great difficulty of 
arranging the details of the bill. .A large majority 
was in favor of its general principle. ] . 

The bill to establish the office of commissioner of 
the customs was put upon its passage. A wide de- 
bate followed, as to the necessity and expediency of 


such an office. Finally, it was laid on the table— 
73 to 6I. 


[The proceedings of this day have been cut short to 
make room for what follows—but shall be brought up 
in the next Reaisrer.] : 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. | 


In the senate—After Mr. Randolph had submitted 
certain resolutions— 


Mr. Holmes rose and said, be thought it. his duty, at this late 
mo of the session, to offer a resolution for consideration, uct 
with the intention of its being acted on at the Feceene session, tut 
at an early period of the next session he should calj the attention 
of the senate to the subject, and serivusly impress on their con- 
sideration its importanees 

Mr. Holmes thea submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report such rules 
and regulations of the senate as may be expedient— 

iste To require the president of the senate to call a member to 
order, and to decide all questions of order, subject’ to appeal to 
the senate. 

2. ‘Yo make further provision to prevent any member from in- 
terrupting a member speaking. 

3. To provide that no member shall indulge in remarks, or in 
debate, previous to submitting a motion or resolution, until such 
member shall have read such motion or resolution in his place. 

@ 4, To make further provision to prevent members from speal- 
ing indecorously or disrespectfully of other members. 

5. To — any member from charging a member of the 
house of representatives witha crime or offence. 

6. To inquire whether it is proper that a measber should charge 
any officer of the government with an impeachable offence. 

7. To inquire how far it is consistent with the dignity of the 
senate to alluw disrespectful language to a stranger invited into 
the senate. 

8. To inquire how far, and in what cases, it ought to be per- 
mitted to a member to speak disrespectfully of the dead. 

9. To inquire whether, by the existing rules, a member has a 
right to retain a paper or document which he acknowledges to be 
in his possession, of a public character, or which he may have 
read in debate, and whether any further provision be necessary to 
obtain such paper or document when the senate may deem it pro- 
per. 

And that the committee report such rules and regulations on 
apy or all of these inquiries, as, under existing circumstances, may 
be expedient. 

Mr. Randolph moved that they be considered now. 

The president said, the rule was, that when a member offered a 
resolution, if he did oot desire its consideration, it would lie one 
day on the table. 

Mr. Holmes said, he had stated distinctly, he did not know that 
he should call them up during the preseut session, but that he 
should urge their considerativn at an early period of the ensuing 
session. 

Mr. Randolph said, if it is in order, I should like to move some 
instructions to this committee, or to a committer, which I will 
try to read. 

I inove that it is inconsistent with the rights and privileges of 
the states to vest im the vice president, or the president of the se- 
nate, the power of calling a member of the senate to order, whether 
subject toan appeal tothe senate, or not. 

1 move you, sir, that no further provision is necessary to pre- 
vent any member from interrupting a member speaking, because 
[ never knew it to be done, except io the friendly maaner in 
which it has been done between the gentleman from Kentucky 
amd myself, 

No further provision is necessary to prevent any member of 
the senate from indulging in remaiks in debate previous to sub- 
mitting a motion or resvlution, till such member shall have read 
such Motion or resolution in bis place, because such provisions 
would be ineonsistent with one of the highest rights of this body, 
and introduce into this body a practice, ander which has crept into 
other bodies, the rule that a majority shall have an imprimatur, 
® veto, on motions in the house. No further provision is necessa- 
nA cake —> speaking yer ny or disrespecifuily of 
other members, To say any thing further on this subjec 
bea libel on this body. ste ren om tyne 
_ No further provision will be necessary for prevent- 
ing any member from charging a member of the house 
of representatives with crime or offence, for the best 
of all reasons, that he may be deputed, in his high, 


solemn, and sacred duty here, to charge a member of 





services. 
The motion was agreed to—aves 73, noes 45, 


the house of representatives, yea, even the presiding 
jofficer of that house, with crime and offence, or any 
joicer of the government, from the highest to the 
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lowest. To prevent that, is to put us prostrate at 
the footstool of power, where some hereafter may be 
disposed to fly to cover their disgrace. 


It is unnecessary to inquire whether ii proper to 
prevent that any member should charge‘any officer 
in the government with an impeachable offence. 
And why? Because it becomes necessary for us, 
en the other branch of the government is negli- 
of its duty, to sound the alarm, and to show the 
people they are sleeping at their posts. 


It is not necessary to inquire how far it is consis- 
tent with the dignity of the senate to allow disrespect- 
ful language to a stranger invited into the senate. 
This would apply, I suppose, to the case of the fa- 
mous editor of the Beston Centinel. So far from 
feeling any disposition, when that person or any 
other person comes here, it is the duty of every se- 
nator to put the stigma of reprobation on him, and, 
through him, on the senator who introduced him. 


Mr. Lloyd.—Do you apply that personally to me? 
I introduced major Russell, and Iam responsible to 
the senate—I am responsible to you individually, if 
you please. I know nothing in the character of that 
gentleman that should prevent his being admitted into 
this assembly—he was, if he is not at this moment, a 
senator in Massachusetts. I introduced him; and I 
repeat, I am responsible to the senate, to you indivi- 
dually—I shun no responsibility. 


Mr. Randolph—Y ou shall shun none to me, sir, when 
you owe it to me. 

Mr. Lloyd—I shall, because I will shun none. 

Mr. King, of Alabama;called to order. 

The president required the senator, calling to order, 
to reduce the exceptionable words to writing. 

Mr. King said it was not necessary to reduce the 
words to writing. 

Mr. Randolph—I should have called to order my- 
self. 

The president—The gentleman from Virginia will 
take his seat until the chair decides. The words must 
be taken down.. The chair directs the senator from 
Alabama to reduce the words to writing. 


Mr. King—I cannot reduce them to writing, for the 
reason assigned. It was only necessary to check the 
gentlemen when they were giving way to effervesence 
of feeling. i: geet 

The president—The gentleman from Alabama will 
take his seat. 

Mr. Randolph—Am Tat liberty to goon? The dis- 


- order consisted inthe interruption of me. I allowed 


it through the comity and courtesy that ought to be 
shown to every member on this floor. I allowed it 
because of the character of the interruption on the 
part of the gentleman from Mass. The words of the 
gentieman from Massachusetts cannot be misunder- 
stood; they cannot be misapprehended—they are 
technical—-they demand no other reply than that Il 
have given to the gentleman, and which, when he 
shall be permitted to use that language to me here, 
I will give to him, or to any man on earth, here or 
elsewhere. 

Mr. Lloyd rose. 

The president asked if the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts made any call to order. 

Mr. Lloyd said, No. He wished to inquire whether 
one senator had aright to rise and state the conduct 
of another, without tuat senator having a right to re- 
ply instanter? 

he president said he regretted exceedingly the 
octurrence had taken place. The chair had no au- 
thority but what was vested in the chair by the rule 
of Whe senate itself. What said the rule of the se- 
nate? If a member be called to order for words 





ee 
ee 


spoken, the exeeptionable words shall immediately 
be taken down ia writing, that the president may be 
better enabled to judge of the matter. The chair 
had no power beyond the rules of the senate. I¢ 
would stand in the light of a usurper, were it to at- 
tempt to exercise such a power; it was too high a 
power for the chair. The senator calling to order 
must comply. If the senator from Massachusetts, 
or the senator from Alabama, choose to comply with 
the rule, the gentleman from Virginia would remain 


in his seat till the words were reduced to writing. If . 


either of the gentlemen declined it, the gentleman 
from Virginia might proceed. 


_Mr. Randolph resumed. I should have to file a cross 
bill myself in that case; there were words I would 
have reduced to writing; words that are technical 
among men of honor. It is unnecessary to inquire 
how far and in what cases a senator ought to be per- 
mitted to: speak disrespectfully of the p ay I shath 
take the liberty of speaking disrespectfully of Nero, 
Domitian, and the rest of the host of worthies, though 
they be dead, when I see fit. 


It is unnecessary to inquire, whether, by thefexist- 
ing rules, a member has a right to retain a paper or 
documents, he acknowledges to be in his possession, 
of a public character, which he may have read in 
debate, and whether any further proceedings be ne- 
cessary to obtain such paper or documents, when the 
senate deem it proper. { should have taken no no- 
tice of this string of resolutions, but I am compelled 
to go to Baltimore in the course of the day; the car- 
riage is at the door which is to carry me away. It 
is a matter of notoriety, and but for my duty here, 
to be discharged towards the senate, in relation to 
the committee, and the resolution I have submitted, I 
should have been at Baltimore. I shall go there with 
the leave of the senate; I shall pursue my course 
unchanged; but I say, sir, there is an insinuation ia 
the last resolution, which is rebutted by my resolu- 
tion, and properly rebutted. Isay no such fact exists. 
I deny it most peremptorily. Mr. R. having taken 
his seat. 

The president rose, and expressed his deep regret 
that any occurrence had taken place in this body, cal- 
culated to destroy its harmony. The chair, he said 
would never assume any power not vested init, but 
would ever show firmness in exercising those pow- 
ers that were vested in the chair. The rule was 
most explicit as to words spoken; the chair could 
not make it more plain; it would be unworthy to oc~ 
cupy the seat which it held, if it could observe any 
other rule than that prescribed by the senate itself. 
Those rules had guided the chair, and it would ap- 
ply them rigidly to every one as far as its power ex- 
tended. 

Mr. Randolph.—And I shall submit cheerfully, be- 
cause I always submit to justice and order. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Randolph having been 
read, he said, let them lie on the table till next ses- 
sion, when I shall say a word or two about them. 

The resolutions were then Jaid on the table. 

[ These proceedings, copicd trom the “National Intelligencer,” of 
yesterday, is a softened relation of what took place in the senate. 
Mr. Randolph out-did all bis former out-doings, as I am informed 
by a gentleman who happened to be present—but we shall have 
a further account of it; avd the people ought to know the whole 
merits of it. Mr, R. left the senate immediately—and preceeded 
to Baltimore, where he arrived before 5 o’clock, and departed ni 
the steam boat for New Castie, on his way to England. 

The other proceedings of both houses, (each of which held an 


evevipg session), were important—but We cannot notice then 
nows 


A lively debate took place in the senate on 
the bill for the repair of the Cumberland road 
as tothe right and expediency of establishing toll 
gates—but the second reading of the bill was agreed 
to, 23 to 15, 
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